DIVING INCIDENTS REPORT
Cdr. Martin Marks. RN, Chairman, Diving Incidents Panel

“Before 1 plonge into this vear's catalopue of desth, disnster and
amage, | believe that §t s importan tha we comsider sy the
REAC maintains o record of diving incidenrs, T oot just gimed
at preveding matenal ler fhis presentstion but at the much wider
and mure important tarpet of providing feedback to Reanches so
thast sl dhivers ean make wse of others” hord esrmed leswons snd
experience, errors amd misfortune thereby reducing the chanees
ol it haeppeening again

Tohelp with this feedbuck you will all have a copy of the Daving
Incident Panel Report in your delegate folder, A Turther copy will
b sent b all Branches by Headguarters to those Diving Officers
who were unnhle 1o sttend. There will sl be o follow up article
in “Driver”, highlighting the miore important lessone as | see them,
You might like i consider how you, os o Branch Diving Officer,
can contribute 1 reducing future sceidents asing this information.
a1 will make some suggestions later,

Thiz vear, which runs from a0 November, 1981 1o 3t
Cletober, 1962 1 have reccived some 149 incident reparts. This is
down guite a bit on Lt year (216]. but about the same a8 the year
before that, | do get the impression though that less trivial
ingidents are being reported. 108 of these madents mvolve BSAC
members, but as the svatem i heavily biased towards BSAC
Reanch reporting, T dio nor feel thar the figure has any
significnnee.

The incidents are grouped together under the month in which
they occurred amd then given a scrinl number followed by the
wear, for example: January 6182, The reports contains several
summarics of incidents under many headings.

Fatalties

The mast serious incidenis are, of course, those leading to i death
and the onlv good thing | can report is that this vear, there were
less thun the previous one. However, nine British divers who
enjoyed Christmas last year won't be around for the fun in 1982,
Six of them were BSAC members.

Oince again, soko diving and weparation featured prominently.
Of the nmine, three were diving solo, In other words they
deliberately went diving alone without even a manned lifeline.
One of these was o BSAC member, Three others were separated
during the course of o dive and died alone; again a step forwand
from last year, when ten out of cleven were either solo or
separated. | believe that ‘DIVE ALONE AND DIE ALONE i a
catch phrase worth impressng on divers,

Two other Gntahties iwvelved some other element of Taifing 1o
comply with normal BSAC Rules or recommendations, One
other was a trogic accident.

Thie BSAC member who died <olo wis on o Branch holiday, On
thi fatal day, his fist dive wis for 40 minutes dunng whoch e
‘ecidentally exceeded his planned maximum depth by going 1o 27
metres’, It is worth noting that 41 minutes. 28 metres s on the
ibsolute imit of the BSAC Table. Being concernend abou missed
decompression he decided 1o miss the next dive. Some (our hoars
later, however, he wis dropped (rom the handboat Tor o dive,
alone and without 8 surface marker buoy. The boal moved some
20 metres away 10 another group of divers and picked them up
when they surlaced. Aflter some 15 minutes the inflatable went
inshore to look for the solo diver's bubbles; as it savs in the
Branch report ‘mainly for something 1o don’. The diver was foumd
A00—S00 metres away on the surfuce with bis snorkel in place and
ABLY inflated. Tt was apparent that something wais wrong andd his
limp haoedy wais pulled inboard, Both EAR and CCCM were given.
A helicopter was arranged and he was Nown o higrital where he
wis pronpuneed dead,

The coroner’s verdict wos “sceidental denth dus to drowning’,
probably  resulting from @ heart attock. He  enmtiezed  1he
insufficient surface cover and the fuct that the vietim was diving
aleene but added that he coukd not sy of e osteomse sould hove
been any different had that cover bean there. Fair commenl, of
course, bt 1o my mind the point is that a buddy might have been
able to help and that along i reasom encugh for baving one.

The Branch report notes thut the victim had Cswtisficd the
hoatman abour such diving e years previoosly’, and appears (o
prefer W0 diving alone on o shobltow wreck without o surface
marker buny. Satisfied the boatman aboul whit? His ability 1o
breathe sea waler i an emergency, assist himsell o the surfuce
when uternseious or indicaie the position he is trapped 17 withoot
a surface marker buoy? The whole thing sounds like 5 lame
excuse 1o justify diving alone.

Why did he have to saisfy the boutman and no the Branch
Dive Marshal? Who was in charge of the diving? Obviously,
professicnal bostmen need to be involved in the dive organization
but 1o hamd over control and responsibility for the diving oficn
puts them in an unfoir position, They have a eammereial interes
and are keen o please. 'When o costomer proposes ta bend ar
break the rules they must be templed to go along with him, In
some cases their diving standands differ considerably from those
recommended by the BEAC bug o be Tair there are some who
wsast on hugh standards and maintn them,

By fur the worst amd most tragie aceident this season also
imvalved @ handboat. Two diviers were sitting on the transom of
the hont, their feel on a purpose-built plutform. One heard o
shout from the skipper and wmed 1o sce whit was happening,
The other apparemly misunderstond the shout 1o be the signal 1o



enter the water, ond did 5o, In fact the shout was to el another
diver in the water 10 stay where he was and that the hoat was
ahaut 1o manoeuvre 1o plek himup,

The diver who entencd the witer was struck by the propeller,
wevering A hand and an arm At the shoulder. He died helore
reaching hospital,

Iew Fairness o the skipper amd Dive Muarshol o dear “stand by~
and ‘g0’ sysiem was in use (o indicale when divers should enler
the waler: no siemal had been given. Does yoor Branch have o
sale. positive system for controlling the entry of divers into The
water from boats? Does it allow for the effect of suit hoods on
hearing?

Bends

Far the third year in o mw the number of reported cases of
decompression sickness is up, this yesr to M. Thirnvthree ol these
were recompressed, 14 involved dives to 3m or more and 3 the
dongerous practice of re-cntry decompression, Eighteen of the
incidents featared BSAC members, OF some concern are figurcs
from the Institute of Naval Medicine which reports 83 patients, all
amatenr'civillans, of whom 50 were positively identificd as a
bend, arterial gas embolism or pulmonary baratrauma. A few
cxamples:

August 382, Concernod a severe bends victim being given in-
waler recompression overseas and  received  national  press
coverage. The diver who organized and took part in the
recompression has received several pwards. It was carried oul in
bad weather and involved two dives to 3tm for & hours with a
partinlly parnlvsed victim.

However, | believe that it is important 1o emphasize thie there
wiis no chamber avalable and that the victim haid been given the
lust rites, Such circumsinnees are never likely (o ocour mthe
Bniish Isles ond this ireniment shoold never he aftempied by
prteurs. Diving medical advice ks thal i s likely o do more
hurm than good, The sheer logistics of supplying the wir are well
artitsitle the scope of most amateur organizations anyway, apor
froum the problem of water temperatune

Jonuary 6182 A o New Year Eve's party a diver consumed
eight plnts of beer and seven double Bacardi®e. He was unahle 10
recall going 1o hed. Ower the next two days he underook
relatively shallow dives well inside the nosstop rimes, although
there wics i rapid ascent after the first.

For the next 1en days he complained of severe head pains and
distored vision, His own doctor wold him ta go home and relax,
When the sympioms detefiorated his Regional Coach became
invedved and recompression was arranged. Which reminds me of
u mote i one report s vear where a diver’s own dogtor had told
him that the pain couldn’t possibly be a bend because it never
occurs al the joinis!

Seplember I3R2, A diver was lifted from a fishing boat and
transferred to o recompression chamber by helicopter. He was
paralysed from the wanst down after a dive to 125 feel for X0 min.
Hee was still so paralysed alter treatment.

Ome hundred and twenty five feet for 30 min - every time | see
feet in o report | wonder how old his depth gauge was and what
tiahles he was usang

O hoeridred and twenry five feet s very clisse mo 38m, and a
that depth the BSACRNPL Tahle stops a1 27 minutes. Even on
the RNPL 1972 Tahle at the back of the Diving Manual the dive =
below the limiting line. For those ool familiar with  fhe
implications of ths | guole from the Maval Diving Manial
‘Diving  below  the lmiting line carries o  grearer sk of
decompression sickness. Tnrentinnal diving below the limiting line
should not be undertnken unless o compression chamber s
availahle on site and even then only when cireumstances justily

thie risk. " How ean any sport diving gustily such o risk?

March 4482, A dive was earried ot te 103 feet for, ‘some 16or
17 min.". It sooumds ws though be was using an bour glass for 2
timer. Further guote, “he knew that the no stop time for 30 metres
winy M0 min "

In fact 103 feet is very chose 1o 32m and the ascent as recarded
fosk & minutes instead of 2. Putting all these rather coreless
approximations together produces 4 dive two minules sver the
no=stop time. The diver lnter complained of an ache in the right
leg and shoulder and wias recompressed

Angust 10282, A diver sought recompression s days alter
returning from a diving hollday. His problem was laver diagnosed

a5 a spinal bend. During the five manth penind preceding the
incident, his log hook showed that he had done o lot of diving,
with 12 dives below Wim. There was no referenee or record of
stops. The dives included 35m for 80 min, 38m for 30 min and im
for 28 min. When asked nbout stops he told the chamber staff that
he ‘swem aboot shallow to ose up his ie*

He is 0 BSAC Sccond Class Diver, [ wonder if the DO whao
certified him as being worthy of that qualification ic here? Tt is
their life in your hands - o very heavy responsihilitg,

Augnst 1IZE2, A spinal bend, The preliminary report indicites
2 BEAC Branch dive wsing LS Navy Tables, during which 140 min
of atiope were muissed, | awail the details with ainterest. There
scems o be o growmg trend o use the extra bottom mes and
shorter surface intervals offered by the USN Tables, | only hope
ihose ipvolved are aware of the extra risk volved. They shouald
read the article by D, B, E. Bitset in the "PAIN Linder<ea
Journal®. Ind Ouarter of 1962,

November #7RY, A diver fell wenk and complained of o numb
right log after a dive to 25m far 25 min. Desprie this, be simed
ot seenned dive to Vi nter m the day after which be felt betier.
His comdition returned bot worse the following doy. He hod 24
hivurs of recompression spread over the aext foar divs and has
heen pdvieed mon o dive agmin,

July 103K2. A fifteen vear old hoy was recompressed alter
suffering n hend, This information came from a HM Coastguard
Report and 1 have had no reply from the locsl diving eluh when |
naked for more informntion.

Bouts

This vear hus seen o crop of serious boating sccidents, one of
which I have alrcady described. A this Conference lis year | was
asked abowt an incident which hod taken place o few weeks
earfier, but 31 the time 1 had no detnils,

This year, April ST/H2, there has been a carbon copy incident,
In both cases divers were practsing man overboand doll from
inflatables, with live bodics. During the course of the doll o doer
gither fell or jumped and went under the boat when it was
moving, In lost year's incident the diver suffered o shkull fractured
in Pour places and in this year's the propeller <liced through hie
femiur, fractured a fibila and facerated miscle, ligaments and
1enchan.

June IZ9HL A diver was hanging on to the grab mope of an
inflatable when the boat suddenly went shead. The mpe gave way
and the diver went under the boat where he was siruck by the
propeller, He needed stitches in the leg The cox'n had mol
remliredd that D was thene,

Seplember 1AL A diver [ell out of an inflatahle whilst a
nowiee cox'n was attempling o crash stop, The cox'n wis being
supervised by a Branch member who had just attended o Boat
Hundling Couwrse. The diver sullered from shock and o cob
welsuil, He was luckier than the others. Boals most be tredated
with respect: they have the combined hazards of o motor car and
Bonlicea’s Charim,

Surface Marker Buavs

Based om ihe reports that | see von would expect thoi | eonld show
you o slide of a surfoee murker buoy s 0 diffical “what s i@
guestion, There are still mony Branches who mever use them ond
there were eight incidents directly attributable 1o them, or at least
the lack of them

July 10082, 1« o pood example. Three divers with no surface
marker and, surprise, the boat cover was unable (o follow their
bpubbles. The divers surfaced some way from the boat. They later
reported that the scarching inflatable passed within 100m and,
despite their waving and hlowing ABLY whistles, they were not
sighted. Sea state 4 wis reponted. The divers were later picked up.
There Is something 10 he wid for [olding Mags or o Nare atsched
o vour surinec marker buay.,

July 117/82. Agam, the surface cover lost contact with a pair of
divers who had no surfece morker buoy, The divers were
eventually recovered. The Branch report notes tha “in future
surface marker buove will be used an all dives’, Does cvery
Rranch have 1o wait for its own personal incident hefore i takes
thiz simple precaution?

Of course, there i another sie o the story, A report that has
just come in was (oo good 1o wait until next year. On o popalar
wreck site recently, an anchored inflatable was approached by a
second baat. The neweomers asked if the boat was anchored over



the wreek, Ferhaps foolishly, with mmcdsight, the fiest bogar replied
mir’, and helplully pomted 1o where its divers” marker huoys
coild e seen o fow yords away, The secomd baat wenl over o the
noarest buoy, went alopgside and dropped anchor. The diver
underneath is peported 1o have seen the anchor strike botlom,
The whole incident would be comic il it wisn't so dangerous.

Suprrvision

A sagmilicant Tactor thad comes ol of this year's incidents is that
over oné lhird ol them could have been prevented or their
likelihood signmificantly redvced by a Dive Mashal who knew,
umderstond amd insisted on the corredt diving sundards. Some
cximples At ramilom:

Apcil 7682, Two Third Class divers ;1 3m failed 10 note their
haottom time. The [dive Marhal made oo record of their
sur{pee-ios surface imes. Estimntes varied from 15 1o 24 min .., ni
M meres!

Oy surfacing and becoming aware of the problem they were
imstructed to carry out resentry  decompression,  They  were
extremely lucky to suffer no il effects; this procedure & nol
recommended lor amateur divers

Moy 60082, A BSAC Branch boat rescued two divers hnlf 2 mile
ofl shore, They haad no el oower, no shore party, no air on
surfacing, vae ABLI between them., no knowledee of tides and
e buwdd reverved pe divimg toaming at all!

September 1882, Twor divers on holiday advertised for divimg
companions did were joined by o thinl, The feport poles ‘we
agrecd that mwt of the ime he would be diving by himeell
although on deeper dives, or wrecks e would be sccompanied by
one of us’, Their dive profile on the Tirst day suggests o disregand
ol normal diving tables.

Aficr a dive on the second day the third diver sulfered paralysis
{imid b vy b recompressed.

Al these meadents and others covered carlier undering (he
meed for o competent Dive Murshol. But to be effective he necds
the backing of the whole Branch and its members, who have to
pecept that he i appointed by the Branch [iving OfTicer and i
acting on his Behall, He should be given complote coaperation
even when his decision. for example. to abort diving becamse of
the weather s unpopular.

A studeni domg the vpen water dive planming seetion of an
Advanced lostroctor Coorse recently commenied. *We don’t do it
hke this v our Banch, nsobody s in charge. we do i
democratically.” Equality and freedom of choico are impartant
aspeects of our snoiety il when this con put other people’s lives at
risk surely most reasonable people will acoepl some limiations? In
lact, the Diving Manual takes quite a strong line on this — "S5
important s s matter that Club Rules stipulate that. s far as
diving comduet s comcerned, the Dive Marshil has authority 1o
cuclude & member fram diving if he will ool obey diving
instriictions given b him, "

You will shortly be hearing some  proposals {from Doug
Roberison which, in the longer term, should po some way 1o
preosducing rmore effective Dive Marshals. In the meantime what
can your Branch do to improve things? Are your Marshals really
commpelent” 1 vour wife or hishand, boy o gailrend was diving
under their supervision would you be totally happy that they were
in pood hands?

I you have any hesitation at afl then perhops you should talk o
vour Regional Conch about o Dive Murshal Course. One run in
Seprember by the Southern Region Coach had ihree students
only. Perhips we are oo easily satislied in the standards we
accept’

Caold

The icy Winter brought several reporis of frozen-up demand
vidlves und ineidents under we, including a fatality. Two mendents
invedved moviees. [s o dive under ice really the place for u novice?

The fataliy amose foom two divers under four 1o five inches of
ice. They were roped wgether bt not 1o the hole in the ice. There
wis o competent Dive Marshal,

Prohably hecause of a leaking octopus rig demand valve, diver
A sunrted to run low on mr. They ascended (o below the 1ce and
began B dig through with knwes. Diver A then rn ool of w@r
completely. Diver B shared with hifm using his owmn oclopus g
pned indicated that they showld eeturn to the hole, Diver A relused
and continwed digging. When B looked towards A shortly

afterwarids he had deopped the demand valve and was bBlue in the
face with staring eyes. Diver B ied to pull A hack (o the hole it
wis making little progress and wsing a lot ol air

He cut himsell free and reachied open water, Divier A was
relensed shortly afterwards by spectators but efforts 1o revive him
Tutledd. Piver A was o First Class Diver anid Advanced |stroctor
with over SO0 dives fogged. B wos o Second Cliass Diver

Thev broke most of the basic recommendations for diving
under ice in having oo ling to the hale, no stondby diver, mo
competent surface party and failing to return o the hole & soon
as a problem develaped

Junuary 35MI. This s inferesting as it imvolves o host of
dilferent problems, Two Thind Clss Divers amd a novice were
diving under thin e, The novice™s weight bell shipped down fo his
knges and o of his buddies repositioned it The novice then run
out of air and saotched the first buddy's demand valve
obwvigusly a trained survivar. The two Thind Cliss Davers shared
air

A they surfiaced the secand buddy moved over to share air with
the movice b, after the latter had taken & breaths in g row, had 10
pull back hiv demand wilve They managed to break through the
ice an the sufface, which was fairly thick. By this time the povies
wis uncomscious with purple lips ond was not breathing 8t oall,
However his brenthing restirted of e osn soeord as spon as bis
neck wis extended as a preparation for EAR. He recovered in
haospital

March VAL A novice and o dive Teader, who wis the Branch
Py, sarfoced after the movice compliined of cobil. The novice wis
imstructed 10 wnorkel back, breaking the ice in front of him, whila
the 1903 eontinued his dive alone. The noviee develaped cramp
amed had o be reseued by other divers

This was ihe same Hranch D0 who fentureed in lust year's fepori
s comsidering thist Second Ches Divers were gquite eapable al
Tooking after themselves on solo | Tm dives,

Adter ol this some of you might think it & safer 1o stay ashore
Wrang!

Angust 11482, A diving cylimder was lefi standing upright and
unnttended. A passing diver caught her knile in the harness,
pulling the bottle aver anto her foot and breaking o tog

May S8R2, A diver broke his finger whilsd wanching o boat oui
of the water and October L37/82 2 boat trailer sceldentally ran
away down o slip, striking a diver and severing an arery in his lep
A BSAC member was commended for his prompl action in
applying @ tourmiquet until a doctor and ambulance armived,
However, s it was he who accidentally relcased the trailer he
wathl seem to have been under a moral obligation at the very
leasi,

In the past, 1 and my predicessars on the Tncident Panel have
always emphasized the anonymity of all reports. However, on this
ocezsion | imtend breaking with tradition and naming names. | ean
see i few worned foces around alresdy.

The incident is August 14982 and resulied when a 14 year old
bov got into difficulties whilst swimming in the Thames ncor
Oxdord, A search was organized and two members of Dover
Sub-Aqgua Club who were on o boating haliday offered to help,
They went down, snorkelling. over a dozen times into water 10
fect deep, which was eold nnud murky, until they found the body,
The wo were John Sayers who was 16 and Gary Fumnesus aged
15. Their efforts were commended by the Thames Valley Police.
A spendid effort byt young lnds,

And now a cautionary tale of dry soite, Jonuery 3482 A
drysui direet-feed valve jammed open after use. The diver made
a rupid ascent, although luckily from only 3 metres. On the
surfoce the air in the suit prevented him bending his arm
sulficiently 1o disconnect the direct feed supply, il restricted his
breathing and nearly throttled him, His pillac-and-pin type rubber
weight belt snapped. He was rescued by his buddy with bruises on
the meck ms the only after-effect. The victim pointed out in his
report that the sir supply buiton on his direct feed system
projected whove the of the casting in which it was housed o
thaet 31 wans possible for o lifejacket o hold the botton down,

A eautionary tale of buoyancy involving & drysuil was July
I43/B2 A Third Class Diver was a1 35m. In his own words, ‘T did
not like it down there; | wanied o be on the surface’. So he
inflated his drysuit and ABLL and, o if by magic, he was on the
surfece leaving his buddy behind him. By some miracle, he
suffered no ill effects. This procedure 1s alvo notl recommendied.



Whait can you, as a Branch DO, do o reduce accidents next
vear® 1 have already suggested the guality of Dive Marshals as an
arga that seems 10 need attention, Surface marker buovs and
Trrats are ofher aréad necding thought and care,

How abawt armanging o Branch presentation on this years
incidents? ['ve done most of the work for you already i the
Incident Report. nod all vou need s a volunteer (o give 1t

I wongld Dike to thank all those who have send in reporis,
especinlly HM Coust gumrd Headguariers in London who send me
copies of ol their reports involving divers. Al John Marshall,
the stall officer of the 51 Joln Ambulonee Brignde in Gocrmsey,
whi runs the much-used chamber out there

Finally a challonge. T challenge you all to put the Incident Fanel
ovint of huisiness with a safe, incident-free year nexi year!™

Puestions
Simon Fraser (Hompatead). 1y the decompression sccidents,

have you made any attempt 1o test the depth gauges being used 1o
wee il they were contributory factors to the incidens?™

Martin Marks. “Not personally, bur | know thit when HMS
“Vermom® are ivobved in a case, thoy automatically do thes if they
can. You have W appreciate (hat o oa lot of cees all the
information 1 ever get s on the back of o scrappy poece of card.”

Fuul Baker { Deover). “Clne or iwo of the mendents thai you have
deseribed today have involved people that in the past have caused
other incidents. | know that at one time we were talking aboot
expelling these people; has anything been done on that line o
cither m=ue wamnings from Headguarters or actually expel these
people, mx il seems to be the same people time after time who are
causang the probfems?"

Muriin Muarks, “My policy s, wpd | om sure thal Tony Dixowill
henr me out, that when [ do come scross something that T belaeve

1o b very dungerows, then write povately o Tony. The sction o
b tuken is then up 1o him. "™

APPENDIX 1 ITEM 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
STATISTICAL SUMMARY Coastguard alertcd 17 ¥ w3 M
» Ambulance & 4 10 R
OF ACCIDENTS Police 5 3 . 5
AND INCIDENTS Lifebaat 21 i4 16 ]
Helicopter 12 12 12 3 2l
Reported by HM
Coastguard is 19 21 17
M 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
Inctdents reparied 89 120 151 216 149
Incidents analyxed R 114 148 031 148
British incidenis 63 1085 L35 a0 126 Drivers im the water 81 128 157 137
Incidents abroosd i2 9 9 ] 1o I0m ot deeper 19 n 18 18
Lucation unknown [ o (] 5 12 S0m or decper 4 5 2
BSAC Membiers 53 76 106 | G0 108 Im o 30m 42 47 T6 43
Non BSAC Members 13 14 12 9 15 On the surface 12 4 L3 B
Membership unknown i3 24 17 1 26 Involving boars 21 21 44 B
Matianal Snorkellers On land 5 17 L] 4
Club L] f 3 1 1] Swimming pool & 6 4
Total Matalities 12 13 13 12 . Radl Leamanship (¥ B B [
BSAC fatalitics a 5 G 5 3 Injury caused 14 8 f 25 |
BSAC Branch diving 3 4 2 4 5 Weight/buoyancy
ALL fatulities: solo 5 1 5 ] 1 imvolved 10 i 6 ] 7
veparated 5 b o 3 3 Solo diving 9 ] 12 26 10
underwates q 7 9 8 Separation 9 3 14 ]
on sutface 4 3 3 1 Resuscitation 4 i 8 7 5
Y or more Narcosis seported 3 2 [ s 1
in pany 4 1 1 0 Fars 2 4 5 14 7
Gond practice involved 29 I3 10
Decompresion sicknes 29 13 I8 0 36
Recompressed 3 32 16 23 i3 MONTHLY ALL FATALITIES BENDS
Depth reported i 12 1] 24 4 BREAKDOWN INCIDENTS
3hm or deeper iz [ 14 1% 14
Hepetitive diving 4 2 b 7 B Mavember 7 1 |
Attempied recompression December & L] 1
umderwaler ] 3 3 January 1 1 1
Commercial chamber 5 7 5 14 Febraary 2 ] 1]
Service chamber 17 7 11 12 March R n 2
RSAC Memhaors 13 1i 13 18 April 11 N I
Definitely NOT HEAC 4 F B May 16 n 4
June 19 1 4
July 23 2 5
Augusi 28 4 9
Ascents 22 35 36 4 35  Septembor i 4 4
Emergency ascents 13 -] f 5 I Ooinbyr 3 9 5
Aborted dives (P T R § S ' I L ! ! .
Amivted ascents 12 9 B 1 7 All the abave reports are based on information received
Bunyant ascenis [ 7 5 15 14 between November 1, 1981 and October 31, 1982,




APPENDIX 2
SUMMARY REPORTS

Fach of the fallowing reports i3 sel oot in 3 standard way:
maoanth, serial number, precis, membeship, gualification,
arganisation of dive type of dive, where — country/water,
depth in metres (italics), and a sel of numbers which
indicate an analysis of the major factors in accordance
with the key provided in the report,

KEY

MEMBERSHIP:
B = BSAC, | = Independent, O = no organisation.
C = commercial, N = National Snorkellers Cluh,

QUALIFICATION:
0 = none, § = Snorkel, 3 = Third Class, 2 = Second Class,
I = First Class, Inst = Instructar

ORGANISATION OF DIVE:
C = Clubf/Branch, P = Private, O = none,
Comm = commercial, H = haliday

TYPE OF DIVE:
B = boat, Sh = shore, Sn = Snorkel, D= drift,
T = training drill, O = none

LOUCALITY:
H = home, A = abroad, F = Treshwaler, § = sea, L = land,
I'= Swimming pool

DEPTH IN ALL THE ABOVE:

In Metres (Italies), X = UNKNOWN OR NOT RELEVANT
November 2/82: Fatality, Buoyancy problems caused
separation during assisted ascent exercise. WVictim reached
surfoce but was in difficulty, baving lost contact with his
DV Buddy unable to release his weightbelt because of
thrashing arms. Victim then sank. Body recovered about
four minutes later by third diver who found ABLJ bottle
emply although there was some air in the jacket
B.3.C.8H/T. HfF. 2.17.24.30.59,

Movember 15/82: Pregnant diver became breathless dunng
7 test,  Attributed to fightness of wetsmt B.5.C7, H/F
1.29.34 .59

Movember 16/82: DV failure amongsl two at 1200
Successful assisted ascent B.2.CShH/F371.2.18.32.33,
R

November 17/82 Novice suflered disorentation during dive.
I'erforated cardrum and prior-to-dive ear infection diagnos-
ed. B.S.C.Sh.H/F.20.6.20.27.42,

Movember 19/82 Diver panicked in dark low viz; confused
signals as buddy blinded by torch, Buoyani ascenl withoul
ill effects. BX.C.BH/F.181.3.48.63

Movember 21/82: Perforated eardrum doring octopush
match, B.X.C.T.H/F.20

Movember 40/82: Diver el weak and had numb right-leg
after dive to 25m for 25mins. Despite this he carried out
sccond dive to 10m later in the day after which he felt
better. Conditioned worsened next day., Twenty hours
of recompression spread over four days., Advised not to
dive again, B.3.CB.H/S.25.11.27,

December 25/82: Diver lost mouthpieee when buddy line
slipped and became trapped under iee in frozen nver.
Rescucd by other divers cutting through ice. Press roporis
only. B.X.CShH/F 19232425 58,66,

December 28/82: Bend after dive to 30m for 18mins.
fackeground of medicinal drugs and exposure to industrial
gas. C.AHBASI0N

December 30/82: Divers separated and one surfaced
through tce and panicked, Rescued by snorkler hreaking
threnigh ice to him. B.2.C.5hH/F.23.54.66,

December 31/82: Branch reports several DV's frozen in
free flow position during ice dives, Higher performance

valves most susceptible as to be expected, B.3.CSh H/F
312.37.66.

January 33/82: 2 DV's frozen up after about 5§ minutes,
[Hvers surfaced safely. B.X.C.X H.1,32 37,686,

lanuary 34/82: Dry suit direct Tecd valve jammed open
after use. Diver made rapid ascent although luckily only
from 3m. On surface internal pressure prevented him bend-
ing arm to disconnect inputl tube, prevented him breathing
and nearly throttled him. Pillar and pin type rubber weight
belt snapped, Rescued by buddy., Brises on neck only
ufter effect. Noted that inlet air valve button on VVDS
projects above valve casting so that it s possible for life-
jecket to hald button down. B.2.Comm. B.H/J.3.33/37.
67,

Januvary 35/82: Two Third Class divers and a novice diving
under ice. MNovice weight belt slips around his knees. Re-
positioned by buddy, Novice then runs out of air amd
smatches buddy's DV. Remaining two share air. Second
buddy then shares with novice but has to pull back DV
after six breaths, Manage to break through the thicker ice
they have moved under, Novice unconscious, purple lips
and not breathing on surface, Breathing restaried az soon
as his neck was extended. Recoversd in hospital. B.5.C.
ShH/FI7.1.23.74.25.34 47 4K.58.61.66.

January 37/82: Two DV's froze up and ABLJ free fMowed
when used causing uncontrolled buoyant ascent.  Diver
exhaled hard. No after effects. BACSh.H/F.21.3.28.32,
3T.66.

January 39FE2: Fatality, Diver died under tce, Detmls not
yet cleared for public release (serviceman), B.LLX X A/F.1T,
Jamupry 52/82. Dislocated shoulder Jduring octopush
match. B.3.C.0O.H/P.20.

January 61/82: At a New Year's Eve party a diver consumed
# pintz of beer and 7 double Bacardis, He was unable (o
recall going to bed. On 15t and 2nd January he undertook
iwo relatively shollow  dives well within no-stop times
although there was a rapid ascent after the first, Owver the
next ten days he suffered severe head pains and distorted
vision. Own doctor told him to go home and relax. Region-
al Coach wrranged for recompression when symploms
worsened,  Trealmen! soccessful. B.X.C.BH/S.11.11.27.
6d,

February 38/82: DV intersiage hose [ailed on surlace
during pool training, B.X.C.T.I". 33,59,

February 41/82: Buoyant ascent. No details, HfF_ 3.
March 32/82: Novice and dive leader surfaced after novice
complained of cold, Novice instructed to snorkel back
breaking the ice in front of him whilst leader continued
his dive alone! MNovice developed cramp.  Assisted by
other divers. B.5.C.ShH/F.5.1.23.57 64.66,

March 42/82: Semi-commercial shell fish diver with bend
in shoulder Dive schedule:

Day I Two dives to 13011, estimated at 35mins total time
with one hour interval and 10 min stop at 100

Day 2 One dive to 130 fi, estimated | Smins; one hour
interval, sccond dive 45ft, 25mins approx. (approx. 10
mifi stap at 10ft)

Al dives carned oul on n decompression meter.  Boath
days diving outside [imits of BSAC Tahle, By RN Tahle
Il he missed 20 min stops Day | and 30 on Day, L
Medical opinion that he was Jucky to escape with minor
break. 0.0.Comm X H/S.40,11.27.62.64

March 43/82: Divers assisted yacht in distress by using
VHF radio. B.X.C.B.H/5.13.18.22.

March 44/82: Dive carmed oul to 103§t for “some 16
or 17 mins", “knowing that the no stop time for 30m was
20 mins™ (M_B. 1031t is nearer to 32 metres). Ascent took
S mins (3 mins in excess of tables) Later developed ach in
right leg and shoulder. Recompressed. B.3.C.Sh.H/F. 52
11.27.31.62 .64,

March 45/82: Burst ABL). No details. 28.33.

March 48/82: Novice suffered injury to teeth and gumsi
jumping into pool fully kitted from | metre diving board.



Hand over mask but not DY, Diver Training Programme
will be altered to emphasize holding mask and DV, B.O.C.
T.A/P.20.43.60,

March 54/82: Diving party assists yacht in distress by call-
ing coastguard. B.C.B.H/S.22.13.14,

March 59/8Z: Burst ¢ardrum, lost consciousness at Tm,
Successful rescue. BX.COX H/F.7.6.20.23.25.

April 49/82: [Hver suffered surgical emphysema.  Hod
participated in one hour underwater swim in pool as part
of sponsored dive, B.S.C.OH/P2.20.27,

April 50/82; Suspected bend after fast ascent from 25m.

Mol confirmed by recompression.  Fast ascent caused by
dry suits. B.3.CShH/F.30,3.11.30.35.58.62.67.

April 51/82: Contents gauge seized ot 2000 psi. Gauge
later found (o be for wse in air ondy, Approx. 10 neleased
for retail sale. Graduations in black (psi) and red (bar).
Sticker an rear notes that “this gauge is fitted with a safety
pressure equalising system™. Hose fitting is 1/8in BSPP with
a flat bottom, not female cone as is more usual, B.3.C.HHY
5224331317

April 53/82; Coastguard, helicopter and lifeboat involved
search for two missing divers. Recovered by helicopter.
Diving party had no knowledge of local tides, carmied no
Nares and boat ran out of fuel, QX X.B.H/S.13.14.15.21,
13374043,

April 35/82: Dive boat assists in scarch for lost boy swime
mer. B.C.B.Hf5.23.51,

April 36/82: HBranch boat tows in another. R.C.B.H/S.%

Aprdl 5T/R2: Dnver badly injured by oulboard propeller
after falling overboard whilst practising man overhoard
drill.  Propeller diced through femur, fractured fibulur,
lacerated musele, lipaments and tendon, RB.CB.H/5.8.02
20,52 [ comment - live victims should not be used [or
man averboard practice]

April 65/82: Lone diver without AGLJ went *finning and
walking' along rocky shore to find inflatable which had
been swept away. Rescue services alerted when he failed
to relurn os il got dark, Diver found and boat recovered
BACBH/SE13.14,16.21.51.

April 74/82. One diver separated from group of 3 and
then seen surfacing rapidly, Diver cannot remember sur-
facing. First dive with new direct feed ABL), B.X.C.5h.
HIF.13.3.30.35.54 58,

Apnl To/82: Two 3rd Class divers at 34m [ailed to note
their dive time. MNeither did the surface cover. Estimates
mnged from 15 to 24 mins. Expedition leader instructed
them to re-enter and decompress! No after effects. Excel-
lent. detailed Branch investigation and report. B.3.C.8. /8.
34103164 [DLLP, comment: re-entry decompression is
not a recommended practice for amateur divers, even if
there are no symptoms. |

April 83/82: Diver carried out buoyant ascent after running
low on air. Mo after effects; BY.C.BH/S. /6,347 54,

May 4/82: Out of wir. Diver unable to operate reserve on
hired cylinder, Emergency ascent. B3 H B A5 22335,
43,4760,

May 6f82: Overweight divers in difficulty in choppy ses
during 250 metre swim back to shore. B.3.H.5h AJS. 14 29,
304751

May 7/82: Diver caught in net. Released by buddy, B.S H,
B.ASS.23.

May 58/82: Broken finger whilst winching & boat out of the
water. B.X X B.H, 20,

May 60/82: BSAC branch boat rescues twa divers hall a
mile off shore. No shore party, no boat cover, no ABLJ on
one diver, no air on surfacing, no knowledge of tides. One

diver had received no diving training. 0.0,P.Sh.H/5.23.28,
431.47.55.60.

Moy 62/82: Diver developed minor bend symptoms after
long weekend's diving of no-stop dives. Symploms deter-
jorated later in week. Recompressed. Minor spinal bend
diggnosed., An excellent and very detailed Branch investi-
gation/report. No abvious cause,

May 63/82: Four divers recovered by other Search boat
after their pwn boat had engine failure. B.X.C.B H/S.8.13,
15.23.45,

May 64/82: Diver dveloped pain in left shoulder and knee
after two dives to 70, He claimed to have done 15 mins
and 40 mins on one T2 cuft cylinder by overfilling! He
made no stops on either dive (c.f. no-stop dive time 38
min for 70 M1). This was his second recompression in nine
years. X.X.P.X.H[S.22.11.27.3]1.

Mav 66/82: Diver developed muld spinal bend after doing
solo repeat dives looking for an anchor “inside no-stop
time”, Recompressed, B.AC.BH/S22.11.27.57

May 67/82: Mear miss by skier on a snorkeller, Snorkeller
was apparently using an orange buoy, no flag on boat cover
Several ski boats i the area. B.X.X.5n.H/5.8.16.56.
May 68/82: Diver collapsed after dive to 25m. Buddy had
surfaced earler (1) and diver was noticed to be behaving
strangely when he returned to inflatable and then became
unconscious,  Shortly afterwards his bresthing stopped
as did his heart. CCCM restarted heart and breathing.
Taken to hospital where air embolism was diagnosed, Owver
fast ascent suspectod,

B inst, CRH/S2512.26.27.30.54.63.

May 69/82:  Diver developed slight tinghing in the hmgers
after missing 5 mins of stops after dive to 27m. Symploms
worsened over mext few days. Recompressed. BOI.C.Sh,
H.27.11.27.

May T2/82: MNovice diver panicked on surface helore dive,
Buddy ditched weights, inflated ABLJ and towed sshore.
B5.CS5h.HS1.18.23.

May T3/82: Diver ran oul of air on surfacing. Unable to
inflate ABLJ as rubber handle was slipping over valve
spindle and alto unable to inflate dry suit. Gave distress
signal and was rescucd by another branch’s boat, No
reference to his buddy but known to be on a Branch dive,
XX.C.BH/5.76.23.30.33.47.

May T5/82; Inflatable boat dive, two pairs of divers. Boal
anchored and tied to shot line so that when first pair sur-
fages away from the boat cox’n had to cut tightened knots
ta reach them. One diver of first pair surfaced with empty
eylinder. Second pur separated when one of them was low
on air; one surfaced, one continued dive!
BX.CBHISRA4T.52 5464

May RBO/82: Minor ear problem caused dizziness on shallow
dive, Surfaced and assisted ashore. Group of [our divers,
one 3rd Class, three novices! B.Sn.C.Sh H/F.10.1.6.23,
June B/82: Inflatable ran oul of fucl, Faulty tank pauge.
B —C.B.H/5.833.40,

June 12/82: Cave diver — bend due fo incorrect decom-
pression. OLX XX H/F.11.27.64.

June 13/82: ABLI bottle and clamp detached from bag.
B.X.C.X.H/5.X.33.

June 23/82: Lost divers during drift dive. Divers, one of
whom was Dive Marmshal, had declined the offer of an
S.M.B. Subsequent search involved helicopter, lifeboat,
inshore rescue boat and 30 small boats, Lost divers swam
gshore bul were unable to climb cliffs. Swam around clifis
the next morning, B.X.C.B.H/S.13.14.15.21.55,

June 24/82: Cave diver bent after missing stops and ignor-
ing altitude affects, Dive was for |5 mins to 46m at 2| 5m
altitude. Omitted 20 mins of stops.

X0.0X H/F46.11.27.60.44,

June 70/82: Diver shared air with buddy after DV failed,
After one serics of breaths diver pushed back shared DV and

inflated ABLJ at 20m. Air embolism — two days in recom-
pression chamber. B I.C.ShH/F.20.3.11.26.32.33.61.



June 71/82: ABL) direct feed hose failed in boat after dive.
Apparent inadequate bonding/crimping of metal fitting (o
flexible hose end on new hose, B.0C. B H/5 28,33,

June T7/82: Lone diver swallowed seawater after DV
failure. Managed to reach rocks where he was rescued by a
local hoatman, No boat on shore cover.,

XX H.ShHf8.7.23.32.33,55.57.64,

Junme TR/R1: Reversed ear after dive to 30m, Close fitting
dry suit hood and *'slight nasal cold” reported.
B.2.C.B.H/S.30.6,20.27.42.67,

June T9/82: Fatality. Pair of divers separated during
ascent from 34dm dive. On reaching surface one diver could
not see his buddy. Branch dropped shot line snd commeng-
ed scarch.  Other hoats and helicopter involved in search
bt missing diver nol found.

B2C.BH/S. 3413, 14.16.17.54.55.

June B2[82: Divers carried out re-entry decompressions

{after carrying out dive of 35 mins ta 25m) on instructions
from D.O. B.J3.C.B.H/5251031.64 (See April 76/82).

June 97/8B2: Boat capsized in surfl during Boat Handling
Course, B.X.Comm.H/5.8.51,

June 100/82: Diver ran out of wir after using his own eylin-
der ta fill two lifting baps. Assisted ascent.
B.2.CR.H/5.26,2.31.35.47.61

June 105/82: Moviee's ABL] direct feed jammed open at
10m. Novice had presence of mind to operate dump valve
and ascended in "a not too desperate state”. No after
effects. BS.C.B.H/S.10.3.18.28.33.

June 106/82: Overweight novice with faulty direct feed
at 32m, Assisted to surface by diw: leader using his own

ABL). BS.C.B.H/5.52.1.3.23.25.30.33,

June 113/82: Mild knee bend after 20 mins gt 30m. Own
doctor stated “not a bend as they never appear in joints",

Dive Marshal contacted a diving doctor for second opinion.
Recompressed, BX.C.B.H/5.30.11

June 117/82: Boal cover lost contact with pair of divers
without SMB. Extract from Branch Report Recommenda-
tions: “SMB's will be taken on all club diving trips irrespec-
tive of whether o wreck dive is planned or not. SMB's will
be used on all dives unless they are considered to constitute
an additional hazard, as on wreek dives. Divers will be en-
couraged to construct (uorsscent orange emergency Mags
and earry them onall dives” DIP comment — very laudable
recommendations although SMB should be used on wreck
dives if at all possible, B.X.C.B.H/5.13.21.55

June 129/82: Diver hanging onto inflatable grab rope was
injured when the hoat suddenly went ahead and the rope
gave way, He went under the boat and was struck on the
leg by the prop. Cox'n did not realize diver was there,
B.X.C.BH/5.8.70,

June 147/82: Suspected decompression sickness.  No
detail, B.X X X.H,

July 9)82: Movice had severe mask squeeze.
B.O.C.BH/S.71.20.27.60.

July 10/82. Anchored (1) boat drfted % mile during dive,
Divers on surfoce for 15 minutes woiting for pick up.
B.-.C.BH/5.9.852

July 11/82: Commercial hardboat’s diesel tank ran dry
after five miles, Boal relurned to harbour on one engine
only as other tank was expected to run out soon
B.X.Comm/C.B.HfS.8.31.40,52,

July 14/82: Snorkellers from hardboat rescued young hoy
stranded on rocky isle by outboard failure.
B.X.C.B.H/5.18.22.

July B4/82: Cerebal bend after 35 min at 70ft; 4 hour
fnterval; 45 min at 30ft. Agaravated by two day delay
before sceking treatment,  Limited knowledpe of diving
theory and no proper diving training.

O.0.P. X H/5.11.27.60.

July B5/82: Diver received severe head injuries after being
struck by boat propeller.  Last reported to be recovenng,
B.X.C.B.H/5.12.20.52.

July 86/82: Fatality, Diver alone drowned, Possible hearl
attack., B X X. X H/5.14.15.17.

July B7/82: Recompression incident. No details,

BOXX XA 1727,

July 88/82: Fatality. Diver drowned. No detals,

X H.ShH/S.17.577.

July 8%/82: Coustguard slerted when SMB come undone
from e and cover hoat lost contact with divers, Lifebont
launched and helicopter airbore.  Divers picked up by
vacht. Letter of thanks to Coastguard and hottle of Scotch
senit to lifeboat crew.

BX.CBH/S13.141521.3]1.56

July 90/82: Diver recompensed after 14 min dive to
“35-40 metres”, Local knowledge of site supgests 40m
plus. Cerebal bend dingnosed. BX.C.BH/S40+.11.31.
July 92/82: Four divers left in water after engine failure
and anchor partéd. Coastgoard, lifeboat and helicopter
involved, [Divers plus “fwo other inflatables being used
with no engines”" were picked up by Lifehoat

LX.C.B.H/5.8,13,14.15.21.33.45,

July 93/82: Type | bend after 35 min at 20m. Ache in lefi
arm following day which moved to shoulder, Recompres-
sed, B.2.CShH/F.20.11.27.

July 94/82: Bend after "dive’ in recompression chamber.
Five divers carrled out dive to 1650 for six minuies with
two minutes stop at 20ft and five minute stop at 100
One diver later complained of aching joints. Recompressed.
B.O.C.T.H.30,11.27.59,

July 96/82: Perforated eardrum after kick in ear during
‘friendly’ octopush match. Branch now purchasing head
protectors, B.3.C.Sn.H/P.6.20.

July 99/83:  [aver ran out of mr at 20m assisted ascent.
Had earlier been towed in full kit by an inflatable some
S00m after changing dive site — suggestions that this
allowed DUV, to freefllow,

B.Inst.C.B.H/5.20.31.47.61.

| DLP. comment towing kitted divers with a boat iy
patentially dangerous. It only takes a few minutes to pel
them inboard for a transit. See incident June 129/82 for
likely results,|

July 101/82: Three divers, no SMB. Inflatable cover
unable (o follow bubbles. Coastguard alert, Diver picked
up by passing motor boal. Al one stage divers reported
that they were only 100m from inflatable, waving and
blowing ABLJ whistles bur were not teen ar heard by boat
crew. Seastate — Foree 4,

BX.CRH/S 13.21.5558

July 103/82: Unconscious diver lifted by helicopter to
recompression chamber. CCCM given by ambulance crew
during flight. Embolism suggested. Coastguard report
XXX XHSX11.12.03.04.26.

July 116/82: BRend. [5 year old boy recompressed, No
details, Coastguard report only. XX X.BH/5.11.12.13.15.
July 120/82: Bend Mo detmils, XXX X H/S5.11.
July 143/82: A 3rd Clasg diver at 35m. In his own words
“1 did not like it down there; 1 wanted to be on the
surface”. Inflated YVDS and ABLI'! Buoyant ascent,
buddy followed up at more conventional speed. Mo after
effects. B.3.C.B.H/5.25. 3.28.60.

Tuly 144(82: Non-member undergoing *B° training snorkel-
led to 3m and burst eardrum. B.O.C.T.H/P. 3.6.20.60.
July 145/82: ABLJ cvlinder/bag connector shattered on
inflation. B.X.X. X.X.28.33/38.

Auvgust 5/82;  [Diver became disorientated and had to be
ﬂuppud by his buddy from descending pagsed 30m.
Attributed to excessive seasick pills and medication for
stomach ailment. B.3.H.BH/5.30.1.19.23.42,



August 29/82: Apprehensive novice with buoyancy prob.
lem. Assisted lo surface by buddy where novice “beat” her
DV, swallowed water and lost  consciousness,
B.S.C.Sh.H/F.1523.25.29,

August 36/82: Severe bends victim given 6 hours of in-
waler recompression in bwo sessions by an Army diving
ingtructor, Neo recompression chamber available, Victim
recovered,  Hescuer awarded Queen’s Commendation for
Brave Conduct. X. X H.X.A/5.10

[P note - there was no chamber and the victim had
been given last rites. These are about the only circumstan-
ces in which this treatment can be justified. This particular
mcident needed air for two divers at 33m for six hours
Should not be atlempted in U K|

August 91/82: Diver recompressed,

XXX B.H/5.11.13.14.27.

August 95/82: Fatality, Two divers, one 3rd Class and one
novice dived to 46m. One had a watch, one a depth pauge.
MNovice appears to have panicked on ascent dislodging
buddy's mask. Buddy replaces mask but lost contact with
novice.  During subsequent search buddy descends three
times to 46m. On third descent he was aoccompanied by
two divers one of whom was using his octopus valve (3
divers = 2 eylinders!). Third diver runs out of air and
shares on ascent (3 dives — 1 cylinder!!). Novice (ound
drowned, B.S.C/H/H.B.A/S.46.2.17.47.54.58.61.62.
August 98/82; Branch boat dropped four divers in the
water but then went to assist 3 lone diver in distress 300m
away. Engine failure and boat drifted away. Four divers
picked up by fishing boat, Branch boat returned after
starting engine and, not realising divers had been picked
up, ratsed alarm

B.X.C.BH/58.13.21 4565,

August 102/82: Diver sought recompression six days after
overseas diving holiday. Spinal bend disgnosed. During
five month period prior to this incident he had done a lot
of diving with twelve dives to 30m or more. These included
A5m/60 min, 40m/28 min, 38m/30 min ctc. When asked
about stops he told the chamber staff that “he swam about
shallow to use up his air™! A BSAC 2nd Class Diver,
B.2.H.5h A5 3040, 11,43.60.62.64.

August 104/82: Two divers separated when their hoat
began to sink. Reseued unhurt, Press report only. 8,23,

August 107/82: Fatality. Followed incident in which the
diver lost his arm in a hand boat propeller. He seems to
have misunderstood a shout from the boat skipper as the
signal to enter the water even though this was not the
agreed procedure. B X.C.B.H/S.8.17,

August 108/82: Fatality. Reported as heart ottack whilst
diving alone. Given EAR during helicopter lift to hospital
but died in operating theatre,

AKX PShHS13.14.17.57,

August 109/82: Bend. Mo details, BX.H X A/S. 11,

August 110/82: Fatality. Press reports indicate novice had
DV failure at 30m. Shared with buddy to about | 2m but
then novice carried out buoyant ascent. Buddy did not
surface  amd  was  later  found dead at  30m.
ILX.X.5h.H/F.30.1.2.3.16.17.33.54.61,

August 111/82: Mild bend, no details,

XX XBHEX91213.

August 112/82: Spinal bend. BSAC Branch dive using US
Mavy Tables, Reported to have missed 140 minutes of
stops. Full report outstanding.

BX.CRBH/EX.11.69,

August 114/82:  Diving cylinder left standing upnight,
Passing diver calches knife in bottle harness and falling
bottle breaks diver's toe. B.X.C.O.A.20.31.60

August 115/82: Solo diver lost boat cover when engine
failed. Boat rescued by Tishing vessel after using red flare.
Inzshore lifeboat picked up diver after search,
XKXXBH/S813.15214557.

Auvgust 118/82: Dive planned to 36m for 20 mins with
appropriate stops. Diver failed to monitor air and on
running out carried out buoyant ascent, ditching se! on
the way, Carried out re-entry decompression on instrue-
tions from boat skipper. Mo ill effects. B.3.C.B.H/S 76,10,
64, [P comment: re-entry decompression s not recom-
mended] .

August 119/82: Drowning man rescued hy BSAC member.
No detail. B.15.22.

August [22/82: Spinal bend  with
symploms after following dives
Day | (a) 20 mins @ 120 ft 2 min stop @ 201},
{b} 1 hour interval
(¢) 20min @ 1201t 2 min stop & 20 1,
(d) One 72 cu It botile at 60 It 1o decompress

Day 2(a) 20 mins @ 1300 2 min stop & 20 ft,
(b) 1% hour interval
(¢) 20min @ 13001, 2 minstop & | § fi

Symptoms alter first day of severe pain in neck and elbow.
Collapsed  after second with complete disorientarion
Extensive recompression required. Casulaty has had no
farmal diving training and does not use tables for diving!
OO0PFBH/S 1143,

August 123/82:  Diver taken to recompression chamber
with suspected bends after 15 to 20 minutes at 25m"
No detail, Coastguard Report only,

XXX BH/52511,

August 124/82¢  Inflatible rescued by inshore hifeboat
after engine failure and firing fare.
BXCBH/SB. 131545,

~August 126/82: Lone diver reported to be two hours
overdue by his wife, Coastguard initiated search by fishing
boat, helicopter, divers and shore party, Wife later reported
1o have left in her car. No sign of mising diver or report of
him coming ashore. Assumed to have come ashore

XXX K HE13.14.15.21.31.57.

August 127/82: Fishing vessel reported a lost diver. Heli-
copter serambled but diver recovered by own boat
XXX.BH/5.13.14.21 5557

August 128/82: Divers reported to have lifted live high
explosive shells. B.X.C.B H/S 43,

August 130/82: Overweight diver sank from 10 10 24 m.
Rescued by huddy using victim's ABLJ in contralled ascent
B.3.C.B.H/5.24.5.18.23.28.30.

August 135/83: Helicopter search for mising diver who

eventually found own way ashore, Coasiguard report only.
XXX BH/S 131415,

Aupust [40/82:  Hend after less than 23 min at 23m.
Recompressed after helicopter lift o ¢chamber, Previous
bend history, ‘B.2.C.B.H/S5.23.11,14.42

Aupgust 149/82: Two teenage snorkellers commended hy
police for their location of 3 body in 3m of “cald murky
water’, B.5n.P.5h.H/F.16.18.

September 1/82: Exhausted diver in diffioulty on surface,
XX XX His.X.29

September 18/82: Two divers on holiday advertised for
dive buddies and were joined by a third. “We apreed that
most of the time he would be diving by himsell although
on decper dives on wrecks he would be accompanied by
one of us ...." Dive profiles on first day indicate disregard
of decompression tables. Third diver suffered paralysis
after dive on second day and was recompressed,

250 (1x ex-BY.3.P.B.H.H/S.19.11.27.57.64

September 26/82;  Snorkel diver without knife (“he did

not bother to take it with him™) tangled in stnng, Freed
by buddy., BS.CShH/F.31.

Seplember 46/82: Professional diver carried out four dives
to 120 ft, total bottem time 60 mins during 90 minute
period,  Bend symptoms within 30 mins,  Attempted re-
entry decompression, Followed by dizziness, nausea and

classic “staggers



vomiting. Recompressed for the fourth time! (Not include
ed in analysis — professional diver).

September 121/82: Diver reported to have surfaced cough-
mg blood after DV failure and ‘assisted descent’ from 30m,
Helicopter lift to hospital,

LX.CBHEI. 2712131433,

September 125/82: ABLJ direct feed fractured at connec-

tion to .V, as diver reached into a wreck. Carried out free
ascent. B.2.C.B.H[S.1.535.

September 131/82: Two lest divers rescued by helicopter
after nearly three hours in the water. No surface marker
buny. HRranch reported noted “the likelihood s that we
will make it a elub rule 1o use SMB's in the sea,”
BX.CBHIS14.721.23 55

September 132/82:  Diver lifted from fishing vessel and
transferred to decompression chamber by helicopter. He
was paralized from the waist down after dive to 125 {1 for
30 min, 3till paralized after treatment,
MXXBHSI®13.14.62

Seplember 1 33/82: Diver recompressed after decp dive and
pains in arm. Later diagnosed as trapped nerve.

B.X X BH/S5311.62.65.

September 1 34/82: Perforated ear drum during 33m dive.
B.5n.C.B.H/F.33.6.20.27,

September 136/82: Diver with miner bends symploms
picked up by helicopter and recompressed.

XXM BHISNL13.14,

September 13R/82:  Lost divers
search. Outcome not clear in report.
BXCRBMH/S13.14.21.55.

September 13982, Two divers trapped on rocks by heavy
swell, Branch member snorkelled over from hardboat and
assisted them back. B.X.C.B.H/S.18.23.

Helicopter involved in

September 141/82:  Diver fell owr of infatable whilst
novice cox'n was attempting a crash stop. The ¢ox'n was
being supervised by a Branch member who had atlended a
Boat Handling Course. Diver suffered shock and cut wet
suit, The diver sulfered some disonentation during a dive
later that evening. B.X.C.B.H/5.8.31.52.60,

[DIF comment the Boat Handling Course does not
altempl to train instructors and 8 only the [t step
towards becoming a skilled cox'n,

September 142/82; Diver needed stitches after slipping on
hardboat and strking head on winch, B.3.C.B.H/S 20,
September 146/82: Two missing divers initiated helicopter
search. Divers swam ashore. X. X X.B.H/S.13.14.21.
September 148/82:  Helicopter and clifl rescue fcam
involved in the recovery of a diver trapped at bottom of
cliff after becoming separated. XX X H/5.13.14.23.54,
October 3/82: Inflatable towed in by police lounch after
engine overheated, B.— C B H/S 845

October 27/82: Dive leader forgot to allow for the effects
of buddy's previous dive.  As a result af a first dive of 10m
for 65 mins and sccond dive of 26m for 35 mins, the buddy
missed a targe amount of stops, No il effects.
B.Inst/S.C.B.Af5.26.31.

October 137/82:  Boat trmler ran away down glip and
struck diver seévering artery in lég. BSAC branch meémber
administered tourniquet until doctor and ambulance
armved, B.X.C.X.H/5.18.20,

Undated 47/82: Diver ran out of air during dive to 46m.
Shared with buddy but during ascent they struck sirk hole
wall dislodging mask. Further confusion aver buddy’s
octopus rig and expanding air in ABLJ lead to a buoyant
ascenl. No alter effects. Trno diving.
BACShA/FA46.2.3.12.2831 (or46).47,58.61 62,63,

FREQUENCY OF INCIDENTS

The figures represent the number of times, each occurred
in 1980, 1981 and 1982 respectively.

Code  Ttem 1980 1981 1982
I Aborted dive 11 30 11
2 Assisted ascent E 1 7
3 Buoyant ascent 5 15 14
4 Emergency ascent b 5 I
5 Other ascent & 15 2
f Aural barolroums 5 14 1
7 Pulmonary baratrauma 5 3 !
& Hoat trouble 19 29 19
i Decompression sickness

- nolt recompressed 3 5 |

1o Recompressed in waler f 3 3

il Recompressed in chamber 13 26 32

12 Amhbulance 4 10 &

13 Coastguard 25 37 27

4 Helicopter 12 ER| 2

15 Lifeboat 14 14 10

16 Police 2 7 5

17 FATALITY 13 12 a

14 Good practice involved 30 13 10
| & Mness q 15 .

0 injury [ 5 18

N Lasst diver(x) 23 21 15
33 Rescuer 11 3 4
23 Rescued 24 13 22
34 Resuscitalion 8 7 3

15 Unconsciousness 9 I 5

26 Embalism 2 | 3

L Pressure accident 3 52 54

2% ABLJ 10 1n 10

24 RBreathlessness 2 4 4

i Buoyancy/weight 6 8 1

il Carelessness 9 28 I

Code Item 1980 1981 1982
3z DV performance 9 i f
13 Equipment - Faully I 2 17
34 Equipment fitting L] 4 2
35 Equipment use 3 3 4
1 Equipment wear 1 o 0
37 Fquipment inadequate § 4 f
38 Firefexplosion 2 2 |
39 Foul air 0 2 0
a0 Fuel 1 2 3
41 Hypothermia | f 1
42 Hiness belforehand 10 5 4
43 Ipnorance 4 § fa
44 Malice I 2 ]
45 Motor [ 18 ]
a6 Marcosis [ 4 |
47 Out of air 10 22 11
48 Pre-dive check L] 0 2
4 Repetitive diving 4 6 A
S0 Riopes 0 0 p
51 Rough water 14 13 4
52 Bad seamanship 3 ] &
53 Good seamanship 0 0 0
54 Separabion [ 14 9
] SME absent i 12 8
56 SMB inadequate 5 5 X
57 Sclo dive i2 26 ]
58 Three diving together 4 13 7
39 Trammng dnll 4 5 4
Ly Training inadequate 4 3 11
il Sharing | 9 7
61 Dreep dive (30m plus) 34 23 18
Bl Low vis., underwater | 1 3
fid [isrepard of rules 9 24 14+
5 False alarm ] 2 2
fifs Cold § i 7
67 VVDE 4 10 E |



HISTORY OF DIVING FATALITIES

YEAR MEMBERSHIP  BSAC DEATHS (NON.-BSAC)
1959 2615 |

1962 5,023 1

1963 5,258 |

1964 5,571 2

1965 6,813 3 )
1966 7,979 1 (4)
1967 8,350 | i6)
1968 9,241 . (1)
1969 11,299 2 (8)
1970 13,721 4 4)
1971 14,808 0 i4)
1972 17 041 10 (1)
1973 19,332 9 (20)
1974 22,150 1 [
1975 23 204 2

1976 25,310 4

1977 25342 3

1976 27510 ] i4)
1979 30,579 5 (%)
1980 24,900 6 7
1981 27834 5 n
1982 29,590 6 i3)

WHAT IS AN INCIDENT?

Any event involving divers or diving equipment in, or out of
the water where the diver is killed, injured ar subjected to
more than normal risk.

INCIDENT REFORTS

If you would like to add to, corréct or place o different
interpretation upon any of these incidents, please put it
in writing and send to the address below,

For new incidents, the minimum information that s of use
consists of:

Date of incident
Mame of victim(s)
Vieginity of incident
Mature of incident

All of this can be briefly stated on a Preliminory Incident
Report Card. These are circulated by HQ to branches or
can be ohizined from the address below.

Much more use is the greater detail that can be set out on
an Incident/Accident Report Form and one is sent out to
all those who send in a Preliminary Incident Report Card.

COMMANDER M. R MARKS RN
MILBURY COTTAGE

24 SWANAGE ROAD
LEE-ON-THE-SOLENT

HANTS POI3 9IW

NAMING NAMES

Information obtained on incidents is treated confidentially
and  despite ferquent requests at the DO's Conflerence
names are mever quoted. The only exceplion to thix s
where an act of rescue or saving life merits recognition,



