DIVING INCIDENTS REPCAT

George Skusa -
Chairman, Diving Incidents Panel

"I have o start off by saying that
arciden=s ars funny. I have the word
of a named BSAC Branch on page % of the
Novenber adition =i Diver magazine.
Somecne has found it hishly amusing and
soemathing =o laugh abour that a mame=a T
should surface from depch upside down
in a variable volume dry suit, and has
not reported it :o me by word, rumour,
ar in any way other chan publighing a
humerous poam ia Diver. Why should I
make a fuss?

One BSAC mambar this year has disd usp-
side down in a variable volums dzy suie.
Suraly we nged these reports. How

many mora must auffer minor indignities
of all sorzs, unreapor=ed, o that we
know nething of she ==ands =ha= ars
happening in diving?

Last night I was giezing in che bar,
and a friend tnld me of annther

variable volume Sry sult accident, whilech

had not bsasn raport=sd. Now, I am not
here making a fuss 9of variable volume
dry sulca; I am making a fuss ol people
Aokt reparting. Howaver, now to my
rapart and =ha accident=z that hava
seeurred whilst I have been chairing

the Panal. (Jee Appendix 1)

In 1978 chars wers 29 incidents raport-
ed, in 1979 chere were 120 and in 1280,
151; ODoes chis mean that divers are
having more accidanta?

The membar-ship has, in fact, flucsuatad.
The number of incideants has gone up in
1980 when, in the same pericd, the
membership has gone down.

Lat us taka the particular misfortunae
of fatalitias. Tha nembar of facalities
to B5AC members has fluctuated. It
would appear %0 me that chera i3 no cia-
up oetween the number of incidentcs
eported, tha nsumba= of Zatalitias and
the membership figuzes., However, the
more cepores I get, the more reliance I
can place on statistics. It doas not
maan that more accidents are cccuring
just bacause I am gatting mors Faports,



T# wo take =hese fazplisigg = 13 iah:as

=he jﬂl.. 5 af uhll. dt = ::A memoars
and 2 af zhese & ocourred during Sranen
dives.

Take iacomoraszion sickness, «<hish is
something of 3 hot potacs. 18 =asas
#e-e reporzed; [E =f zhesas “erd
sgcomorassed and 14 of zhese Jcsirted
gf=pr dives ol 30m 3r descar. Xy 32D
t% 0ot =o draw conclusions, I Iepars
the Zacta to ¥ou, 1iouw will notige &
1 ﬂ;ver' 3:::mp:£ﬁ =3 ras=mpIieis ande
waTer, a procedurs That we 45 Aot
recopmens, 0Of tha 18, 12 were defin
LY E5AC Tembecrs.
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Howavez, I Dus: plage little reliance
on =hnese “igurap because last yvear we
recaived a late repost updating She
decompression sicknass figuras 2y scme
12 or meora incidents. Thnis >ragent
repars cnly represants Those whicn navs
taan Cmportad 530 far: it is not the
whole SEoIY.

LEtma =ake the ovhar insidanty Thart
have ogcurred 2during the year, I am
anly going =0 talk about the kind of

incidents that gocgurred 10 or moce
cimas. Abortaed dive, diver Acting as
resouar, helicoprtar involvamensz
recomporession, dearn, lifehoac zalleout,
poat trouble; decompression sichkness,
lost divers - a groeth acea this vear,
coastguard involament, rescues, all
happanad more zhan 10 times.

You will be dmlighted to kaow that I am
considecing 0 incidents for awards
whers geod p:l::t:l was involved., The
goar=ow is, of course, =hat for the vast
majorizy a‘ cnose incidencs, scmmtaing
want wront oefore & buddy did something
thas went zight. Neverthsleas 30
mambars ofF =he ASAC have Eean involved
directly in saving life ane way ar
ANQEI8L .,

Finally, you will zsa tha=z zhars i3 a
fair npumpar of ineidents Ltavoliving
ascentcs of one kind orf anochar.

How €0 move on to some partisular cases.
My repor=, of whieh yoau all have a copy,
£§ written in a peculiar way, Which i=s
explained ip the taxt,

¥WoO. 73 Whilst diving the aecllizn
SKY, & SLVED Decame UNCORSCLOWS Wita &
s055ible embolism., Haviag racaived che
Tépor: I =nalvesed ft, ko record all the
vArisus Aspécsta and involament = Dence
the bisasoglyphics Ln my Teport. How-
ever, afser I closed my report on tha
Jlasz Se=sbers, fucther infocmation came
to me = about Thif incident in July!

ir was a cerebella arterial gas emolism,
invelving 5 caccmpresdicong in a cChamoer
and one minor operation. This updated
my Analyeis which I will now idencify.

A BEAC member, snockel diver grada, on
a Branch diva, a boat dive, ocourred at
hoge (noc abroad) in the saa (nec in
f-esh wacar). The dapch was 3I0m,
involved an smersency ASCENt,
seccopressicn in & chamber and the use
of an ambulancs and a halizopzar.

There was sood diving practice bty the

tuddy, che pecson Was rescued,
unoonscious and Rad an ambelism. It
sakes B S-molisaesd raport, buT that
gar= 5f APAlYS.S WAS Necassary AnC L5
givan ssr avery ncident in she Zepors.

Lae us =aqke zome of =he other features,
Thage Are well L1IUStrATESc in Th&
rapors, out I wish o c—ead a few
salacted ones.

Vovansar Ye. 9. Daach whiie on Doliday
abroad due w0 AambOliss NATZOELE
concribuced, at & depth of 5im - by she
way, you know of gourse, that thas BSACS
Pt =able finizhas at 50m - ehiz 7=
mons=h lapsed mémbér JAs signed =P DYy
boch Branch sscretary and LV
officer and had the Branch
appraval risht up =o Sasond Slags: X
have a gnorocopy of his lochoor, wista
=ns Snllowing lectures oot l-:nl- = 5
ar all, ‘Eazcue and resuscizacion’,
*Diving 3uics and Procective hla'ﬁin; .
‘murst liung and Emargansy Adcents'
‘Dasomprassicn Slokness = avoldanca',
and ‘condicion and treathent’., Basic
Hlv::l:;:n ‘Basic Seamanship
x:n&itinnn - msafacy and -:-*qincv
mservizas', I do nec say that he 4id
nes have the training, Zor the 3ranch
sepratary ang Diving Officer signed him
off as Second Class. He lassed, and
died [n Iprael.

‘The previous day he had dived 30
minut=ag =6 25m@, 43 minuces o lim and
17 minugces o lIm. No decompression
w“a5 donas as the Last tWo divea were
mainly at 10m.'

Ha had got i*= yrong anyway, 1t should
nave besen 9m, but in fact they ware
dives =2 l2a. He cesded decoEpression
o 110 minuces diving to 25m, which is
&ff ema exble, He should have usesd =hs
ax=andsd =ahla im =he manual, when ae
would have zesn that Se nlssed the
fallowing stops = afiar the second dive
5 =ad 30 minutes and afzer che third

4 » 5, 20 and 120 minuv=es, a tosal &f
230 minures s=nppages in a11. Imagine,
238 minuces scoppajes Tissec, all
because of a woong belief that dives

t3 lom do not reguirs dscomprassisnal
Amyway, =hat was the day belore.

‘Cn the day in guastion he dived for 22
mizutes t9o Jim and decompressed for 3
minuces at lOm and § minezes az Sm.!

Ha missad out 10 minuteas cf stops. He
got a cecebal bend, which reguized
axctansive treatmenc. He was Branch
Diving Offigcpr at “he —ims.

Thiz 1z tha Branch's own Cepeort,
supplemencad by a zouple of lezzers, a
model of parfaction:-

‘On Satvrday he divec for 27 minutes to
20m, 22 minuces to 22m followed by -
ssasickness, headache, lager and
Paracetamsl. On Sunday he had & hesc-
ache and two FParacetancl, winich he kep:
guiat abour, and four cigaretces. lis
dived for 26 minutes to at least lim,
One gautge; later found =5 Ha zhe
acourate sne, carried by the buddy,
accually said 34m. He was violently
sick on surfacing, but they attempted
re-entry decompressicon’



Tha zs-entry decompression that thev

eriad was 5 moinotes at I0m ard 15 minutas

at 3m; in practice only what they had
missed. FrIopes Ce-anily cacompreassicn
ts a2 far more cigorous cegime; chay
phould have done S minatas at I0m, 3
minutas at 15m, 10 ainutes at 1Cm and
60 minuces at Sm. They cic 20 minutes
dacooprasslon ifnatadd of 30 minuces.

'"Om arrival ashors he complained of pain
in his back. This esased and on HMonday
he still said ha was OK.' GL=t'a be
pecfectly honest the person wWho was
suffaring dissuisad his owm 3ymproms =
‘but late in tne avening complainad of
paing in the ine=e and shoulder. He was
taken to hospital overnight, was zs-
compresaad on the Tuesday by the RAF

and on Thursday again by cha Royal

Nawy'.

The Branch's enguircy was a model of
parfection, and I would like to guots
goma of zha Eranch's owm conclusions:=

' = Dive planning for the whols
waakend was completely ilnadegquate,

= Good basic diving rules and
practises were ilgnored.

- Thare was a failura to raczgniszs
symptons prompt=ly and ack
accordingly.

- Logged records show divergence,
which cannaer bBe aconunred for

saclisfacrarily.’'

I would just remind you of what happen-
a4d ; 218 minczas To 'at laast Jlm' - iz
was in Fart 1im = an ascent without®
Stops, a re=esntry decompressicn too
ahort by 85 minutes.

In Augua+ = just o reapasat the lost
diver problem the cox was only 200 yds
£rom the divecs but atill could oot ses
tha surface marker buoy. After half-
an-hour contact was finally mada.

- In response to an enguiry from =a, the
further information was elicited - a
slightly deflated inflatable buoy was
peed and =he flag had sollapsed. Two
hundred yards =- and the divers were
loat for haif an hour!

Another one = having complacted T 4 P
tests and done 8 dives, he dived to 39m.
" He ran out of air gquickly. He neaded
an assisted ascent., Mot much
axperiegncs, pachaps, hafore a 19m dive.

Septeober = this iz a liccle morw ligh:s
hearted: Lt could happen to any of us.
The day baforas the Zive he woke at

E a.m. He worked from 6 a.m. +o 2 p.m.
He drove to fatch tha boat and to load
ik, At 6 p.m. he laft the Midlands and
arrived at Plymouth at 10.30 p.m, He
stayed in the Oisco gntil 1.30 a.m. and
WokKe at B a.m. Later, he had a4 black-
sut, fell gut of the boat and ragainec
sonscicousnesa ino the water. Ha d4id notc
dive that day.

Moving on again to the nasties,

October = decocopression sicknass dum to
nisunderstood tables. In the report
is =he following - it later arsge thac

. * rapoarting procedurs.

ia our Club shere would appear co be

4 lack of knowladge of patsle
decompression =ahkles, 48cacially where
older members are concerned. I am sure
that that applies to ocher Aranches too.

The lase repars ghaz I wish to quote -
che Asplian 2kv again. The _sadsy
divec without a3 depth gauge, They
planned & no-scop dive. Two divers
wars 3aen a nile downstream, se =he
beae lef= =he wreck and investigated.
Thny ware strangers, howevar, and about
¢ e picked up by their own boac, The
boat raturmed to the wrack ta find
their own divers. BSut thars L3 now
soma confusion about vheir borcsm =ims,
The subject vomited, blaming it on sea-
sickness due to walting for tha boas =o
réturn. By thas way thev did not have
An easy ascent, aitzher.

Hext day he had a pain in the amm, notc
thought =9 be 3 pend as it was now 24
hours aferar the dive, Ha was
ultimately recomprassed.

Now it iz so easy to confuse divers
surfacing alsavhars with your own
divers; it happened he=s, =ut maan-
while coe got Sent.

One other itam - aar zrouble. Burat
aAr drum during a dive = I d8 aor know
the depth. BHurst ear drum in dive =a
20m - he dived acon after a cold.

Burst ear drum during a diva.

Raversed sar = he had & VDS wieh a face
seal which caused the sroubla, Burss
sas doium during A Test., I have already
had 15 reports since I closed the files
for ehis repor: on the llst Cctober and
by caingidence 4 of =ham relats =3 ga=
trcuble. These 4 lace #ar dewm
incidents reinforce the zzepnd of the
vear, making 10 more alrtogether.

As I am complecing the tshi=d af =y
:hrtq Years as Chai-man of the Diving
Incicents Pansl and my twelth wear on
the Panel, I pave prapared an analvsis
of cha last I yYears as a whola.

We have had 380 incidenes Fenprcad =
38 facallities (114 of incidents
raported) of which ona half weare BSAC
members, 80 band cases (23% of
incidencs), assistad agcencs (8% of
incidents) and s0 on. (Appandix 1.

¥ou will note, incidentally, =hat a
gignifican proportisn of =he bend

casag occur afrer dives =8 grmamer chan
JCm. This is not to say tchat such dives
are dangerous, cather that thay naed
mars carsful planning and adherence to
tha Tablas rhan is reflacted in =4a

= incident reporcs.

Finally, some last words about the

The eimple post
cad Preliminary Ine:idencs Repnr= Carss
Gave workad very well. They give me

the very basic informacion of a name,
localiey, date and broad outline of

cthe cypa of inetdent, This 'is what I
want from any group of divers involved
in an incident; vyou may, in fact, hold
back mora datails =han this basic amount

suUntil an enguiry has baan hald.

The full raport later may come in any
form that you like. It does make my



=Lling work sasier
tandard form, bus
And 23 it =akas =& =na whola weakx =7 av
holiday =o compile =his rapore, the
standers form helpa.

Z it comes in oo &
¢t is oot essential.

LT

-

I muzes sffer a3 huge vota 3f thanks to
the Coaching Schemas, parzicularly for
the way that they have sent in the
Preliminary Incident Report Cards, and
alsa to HM Coastguarzd, They send oe
pnotocapies £ all thals repocta
snvalving che Coastouard and divers,
55AC ar not. Yssterday's post far
instance orought from Them reporzs of
) more incidents in Septamber and
Qezober that had not been reported oy
any ocher soorcE. If 1 en axsranaly
valuabie service shar they provide oe

wWLTO.

Theres ars alasoc cne or Two individuale
who arse & great help, maraly io sending
me IUTIAINEE SICm NewspaAPers. The best
gutcings are from local paparcs, which
give mush fullar detalls =han =he
national newspapars can #ver find room
tor. OUniorrunatelwy; these ofren turn
cuf to bw the Zicst and only reports I
feceive.

There you are, chen. The succesa of
the perasn who does cthe job jexs yerr
#ill depend wary largely on the support
that you Five pim. I cannos help being
sorry that in oy twelve yeacs'
assdciatisn witn the Panel and thres
yeass ax Chai-man T have falled =o
influsnes diving safery in any way; it
is a major disappointment. You see
before you & frust-ated man.'

QUESTIONS
fhili Dumortier (Lansbuzy and
ndosn ) orge mignt not be so

disappoinced as most divers now are
dore ambltious, and the dives =hat =hey
2o are more didficult than J Yyears ago.
If there £ "¢ been no more Lncidents,
then shat .4 icaslf is a resul:.

I would like =o talk about EAR and Life=
saving., we do spend a lot time 23 this
in zraining, and I think that this i3 2
good thing, In the last year I was
vary surprised to see in your repore=
fard.y any avidance of thssa cechnigues
seiny used in incidents in a positive
way. Can you coement?

George Skxuse: We have, from nemory,
ShiE Year tvo proven caaas of EAR, 14
the water, saving life. He have a
aumoer of other rescuas with EAR on the
land. Lifesaving and ilts eraining is
oeing used,

Wigel Riley (Chestes): I would ilike ©o
redress the balance slighely, &0 peins
our thar a situaticn 1§ not alwavs the
Branch's faule. After last year's
sresentacion on decompression problems,
Wwe nave A pambar wWno falled Ais 2nd
Class Examination principally by
emitting decompression stops complataly
a4 4 fepeat dive requiring two stops -
a potentisl accident pernaps.

He wWas advised to scudy the Tables
carefully and come bSack in & months and
tdxe Che exazinacion again. He
gompiained to the Diving 9fficar, not

Lhe o, &ns Thomatanad o lsave
the if he was sst se-sxamines.
Tha 20 dii nnt sonsact =He axamine:s
Aesional Casmn, who adviged
Se-fXanLining o the Zandidare wymnlsd
leave =he Bzench. 2o wa Want potentia’
incidean:s contained wittin the 35AC in
ozdaz sSo impTove SXARLnASion BEAtisiics?

agQrze Skuse: This 15 3 pszsnnzal
PERD IS Eiculs you kKBep oI 3ack tod

sinner, My personal opin s and’ not
nacessarily anyone slses, 18 §ack <ne
3inner.

Srian Judd [Oufezd): I am inzerazced
=Nat "llr‘uu. ;ﬂ noE recoEEans cEa~immariian
nracedires for missed decompression
SS0@s. It would semm that a lot of
seople look oo tShiz as a normal tool of
diving, in chac zhey agsually plan =
==mg 03, g5 E5 =he bhoat, and =hen
re=mmerse to hang Oon & lineé from the
Doat rather than do the acops in mid-
water on the way up, I would consider
that any re-immersion That happans, for
Whatever reasons, L8 a reportable
incidant.

Gecrge Swusa: [ undarplayed che pars
i re=-antsy Sacampresision bazause =he
matter is colng to De dealt wWith at
iangth latar. I can, howvever, tell you
thas a result of this and the previcus
vear's incidants, =he procsdure of re-
ﬂl.'.l!i_ll ﬂnmy:uaaxaﬂ. i85 . to 5a
discontinued within the BSAC. In avery
ane of the rTeportec CAEAS, The S4And Was
made wWworse Dy re-entry, apart from the
facr chat che procedure was wWrang in
QVacy case.

Sg, vou will be strongly dissusded Irom
using this technigue whichk waa develcped
for hazd=-hat divers standing sn a staga
and Sor divers who were to be puc
StTalght into & Tecomprassion chamber on
surfacing. It was not developed for
re=ancry imsTs che wazer. L1t appaars =o
ba groszasly misuaderstoscd and potantial-
iy dangarous srocedurs and, although
currencly in the Diving Manual, you Will
te asked to forzec iz. If somecne
misEsAas StopPs,; You asa Lo take shan
ashoere, inform the authorities and
hamher thAT You have such a4 Case with-
sut symptoms and they will then advise
yoi. We believe thaz your cshances of
aveiding serious decompression ilinegz-
45 AZ® JTLEATAr by not putting him back
in the water, but by keeping nim under
phbservacion,

Laich Ross (Birmincham): Have yeu nad
Any Ieports o oecole tIying EAR in cthe
wacer and not be able ro do iz, My
cagion's Coach zold me that he knew of
TwWo Casés Wnaze the pacple could noc
maxs chamyalves sive the wicsim EAR.
They sould nor oring thamgelves =2 marke
& BAAL CUEr the victim's nose. How
often does this happen?

Cacrge Skuse: To my znowledgas, aokt

at a?I. I 2o not recall having these
scarements in sny reporcts, and soch
comments would have stuck in my mind

in SY cecent ceddings of chea files,
Aavpe I have not been Lnformed, and I
would be deligheted to have firm

reports in writing,



Mike Collins (Baxlavii At lagt vear's
Con-erence there was guice a large
appeal from members that we should
'name nemes' ax a acick o use of
peonle wno 46 not send Lin reporca.
Have the Fanel had any fuztheg
houghts on this?

Gaorge Sxusa: This year no one who has
—ean agprocached has failed to rmport.
The real problem remains of find a name
and address to appraach in the first
olarce.

I am curzantly undar & dizectiva fzom
the Hational Diving Qfficer =0 report
to him any incident whers it iy felt
that a member has been naughty. The
HDO will communicatm directly, but act
publicly, with these peoble who have
sroxen the various rulas, rsgulations
and recommendacions of the B3ag. To
that axtent, sinners will be acguainted
with =heir sins!

If you nave any information about any
incident not listed in this report,
additicnal information about any
incident that is listed in chis report,
or wish co corregt any report, Or my
incterpretation of any report PLEASE
PUT IT IN WRITING, quote tha refarencs
number if applicable, and send 1t t£o:

Gasrge Skuss,

Chairman, Diving Incidents
Fansl,

Yer-Tiz,

Springfiald Road,

Uplands ,

STROUD,

GLS 1TP

The minimwm information tha+ is of uze
conslists of

DATE of incidant
MAME of victim(s)
VICINITY of incident
WATURE of incidant

All of wnich may he briafly stated on a
Praliminary Incident Report Card.

Much more use Ls the greater detail chac
can bes xet out on an Incidant/Accidant
Raport Form, and ona is sent outr =5 all
those who send in a Preliminary Incident
Repors Card.

APPEMDIX 1

ACCTDENTS AND THCIDENTS
OVER A THREE YEARR PFERIOCOD

ITEM 1978 1379 1980
Ingidants repartad a3 120 151
Incidents analysad gl 1l 148
Bricish incidants R 10s 135
Incidents abroad 12 3 3
Lacation unknown ] o &
BSAC Mambars 51 T8 108
Non—=-95AC mam-ars 15 14 22
Membership unknown 13 24 17
Hational Snorkallass

Cluhk o 0O 3

ITEX 1378 1378 13585
Total STatalitias 12 b | 13
BEAC faealities ] 5 1
35AC Branch diving 3 ] 2
All faraliries: solo 5 1 3
separated 5 L] o
under water # 7
on the surface 4 -1
thrae or more in
parcy 3 i
Decomprazsion
sickness 29 i3 1
Aazomprassad 23 32 16
Depth reported 13 12 1l
J0m or deapar 131 a id
Repecicive diving 4 F4 &
Accampted Tecom-
prassion undaszwaters 5 g
Commarcial chamber 5 7
Service chamber Fyy T
35AC Mambars 11 12
Dafinitaly ¥OT BSAC 4
ABCENTS 2 25 36
Emargency ascents 13 L &
Abarted dives 12 0 11
ASSisted ascents iz 3 -
Bugyant ascents & T 5
Coastguard alerted 17 34 24
Ambulance 3 4
Police 5 2
Lifasboac 21 1
Helicopter iz 22 1
Raportad by HM Coast-
guard 15 15
Boat incidents:
reaported by Branch 9 17
HOT caported by
Sranch ) B
Club/Branch unknown 13 13
Indspandent club ] 1
Divers in the water 83 128
I0m or deeper 19 30
5Cm aor deapar 4
lm to 30m 42 42
On the surface 12 40
Iavalving boatcs 23 L
On land 5 17
Unknown 10 3
Swimming poal 2
Bad asamanship a 3 3
injuzy caused 4 8 -
Weight houyancy
invelved 10 ;| &
Sclo diving 3 5 1z
Separation ] 10 &
Rescuscitation 4 11 g8
Narcosiz raportsd 3 2 &
Ears 2 4 5
Good practice invelved 2%
MONTHLY ALL ) -
BREAKDOWN INCIDENTS PATALITIES BENDS
November 7 1 1
Decambar 1 s] o
January 1 1 v
Fabruary L 2 o
Mareh 6 o Q



MOMTHLY ALL
BRZARCOW INCIDZNTS
April

nay

J e

July
Augusc
Jjagprancers
Jctober
Unknown
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AlL che asove Ceporss are Hasad 2o
informacion -ecsived SeswWweéel
ist November 1979 and Jisz Cozmober 1330,

ASDENMDIX IZ

sach of the following reporss 15 set
ous in 8 standard way: month, serial
number, precis, membarship, guali-
fization, organisation of dive, tipe
of dive, where = Countey/water, ig;t;
in me=zg@s, and 4 zet of numbacs wWiich
indicate an analysis of the major
face=ors in accordance with the key set
out below:

Mambership: B = BSAC, I = Iadependsnt,
g = no organisation
C = commercial, ¥ = Naclional
Snorkellers Club.

Qualification: @ = none, 5 = Snorkel,
3 =» Third Class, 2 = Second
Class, 1 = Firse Class,
Inst = INSTIUCCOr.

COzganisation
of diver C = Club/Sranch, P & private,
& = none, Comm = commercial,
H = holiday.
Type of B = boat, 5h = shore,
diva: Sn = snorkel, O = drilft,
T = graining drill, © = aone.
Localicy: H = homs, A = mhroad,
F = freshwater, 5 = 5ea,;
L = land, P = swisming pool.
Dapth: =
i s = on the surfaces
indicated ) _ o4 land

in matzes

In all the above, ¥ = unknown by the
Diving Iancidents Panel.

The numberss Ln brackets Lncicate Toe
incidents mapectad Lo 1980,

=ODE ITHEAH

L Aborted dive [(11]

2 Assisted ascent (8]

3 Bugvans ascant (%)

i Emergency ascent (&)

5 Other asceant (6]

1 Aural barotrauma (5)

7 Pulmpnary baratraumsa (5)

8 Bpat trouble (18]

] Dmcompression sickness - not
recompressad (1)

1o Racsmpreassed in wacer (8]

11 fecompressed in chambez (L3}

12 Arhulance (5]

1 Coastguard (25)

14 Belicoptes (12)

15 Lifeboat [14)

L& Police (2}

i8 Fatalicy (13)

CODE ITEM

15 Good praczice involved (3Q)
20 Ilinass (4]
21 Injucy (&)
22 Lost diveris) (23]
21 Begmua= (11}
24 Reszusd (24)
25 Besuscitaclion {8}
iB Unconecizsusness (3}
b Embolism (2]
25 Prassure accidenz (3)
31 ABLY (10)
i Breathlessness [2)
33 Buoyancy /weight (6]
34 Carelessnass (9)
35 oV performance (9)
36 Fquipment - faalty (11)
37 Egquiomens - ficting (1)

1.3 Eouismant — uas (3]
33 Equipment - waar (1)
40 Equipment — iLnadequate (3]

41 Fire/explosion (27
¥ Foul aiz {0)
33 Pusl (1)
44 HEypothezmia [1)
5 Illness beZorehand (10
46 Ignorance (4)
47 Malige (1)
48 Mocer (B)
49 Harcoais (6]
30 t of air (10}

51 Pre=-diva =hack (1)
52 Repatitive diving [4)

53 Ropas (O]

54 Rough water (14)

55 Sad seamanship (3}

15 Goed seamanship (0)

a7 Separation (&)

58 5M8 absent (2)

5% SME inadeguate (5)

60 Snlo dive (12)

a1 Three 4iving togecher (4}
62 Training 4Arill (4)

63 Training Llnadecquace (4)
E4 Skharing [L}

83 Deep dive (6]

&6 Low vis. undecwatez (1)
&7 Pisregard of -ules (3}
-4} False alarm (3]

&9 Cold (5)
70 VDS (4]

Mempership: B (la8)
I {5}
o (16}
c £}
N (3
F {15)
Qualificacion:0 (19
5 {&)
3 {41}
2 {16)
i {1}
Inst {7}
X [82)
Organisacion
of dive: C L8a)
F (18}
o {2)
Coom I5)
8 (Ll
X [35]
Tocalley: H (13%)
o e . (2]
3 (20)
8 (11l)-. - .
L 140
P {8)
X (1%



SUMMARY REPORTS

dovempar 3/530: Trapped necve dus =o A
foad accident In the past gave symproms
a2f 2 bend. (It had happened bafora
onew.) BiI.C.RIESS. 30. 20.45.88.

Novembar 3/30: Death whila on holiday
acroad Jue to ambolism, naressgis
concributing at 5im. N.B. Thisz 7
menths~-lapsed member was signaed sff oy
by beth the Branch Seacrecary and Diving
Ofiicer and given the Branch Scamp of
approval right up ta Sacond Class
Divar. yet wad without the fsllowing
lacturas signed 2ff: Snorkel Divez:
rascue and resusoitacion, Diving suics
and protective <lothing., Third Class
Diver: 3urs: lung and emergansy ascencs,
Decomprassion sicknesss, avoidance.
Second Class Diver: Cecompressicn
sickness, sondition and treatment,
Bagic seamanship, Baglc navigacion and
position fixing, Expaditions, safecy
and emergency actlions.

He was signed off Second Class the gama
month his membership lapsed., His
ilogbook was valldated the monch before
ha lapsad,

8.9.8.X.4/5, 51..7.18.36.49,465,

Hovember 19/80: Scrangs divar could
not prove his gualifications but was
allowad £t snorkel. He was found
aneonscious at &m. He was reacusd and
r¢suscitated.

B.@2.C/P.3n.A/8. 6, 19.25.26.60.

Hovambar 20/80: Scallop diver bent.
':}.x.':m.ﬂ.ﬂfﬁ. 2T Lleld

Yovember 21/80: He confused hix buddy
whan he venced his ABLJ, so the buddy
thinking it was an emergency cescued
him. B.3.P.Sh.H/F, 12, 5/88.

Hovember ESKBﬁ: Failad ta chack
contents gauges. Out of alr. Panic
frad ascent. 8.0/1.C.5h.H/F. 31&6. 4.50.
5l.

Jovambar 90/80: BSAC member walking
aleng the adge rescuss attamptad
suicide from city docks.
3.1{qutﬁﬂ+giﬂjr, 1. 18.33.25.

Cecember 23/80; Assisted ascent drill -
OV froze on free-flow. Real assisted
ascent follewed. (Wazar 79C).
B.3.C.T.E/P. 14, 2,19.35.59,

January 47/80: Reéport by HM Coastguard
of recovery of body of diver.
O.X.Comm.B.H/5. 7. 18.

Fabruary 29/80: Holidey in Israel,
Harcoais At olm requiring rescue and
trip to hospical.

B.X.H.5h.A/8. 60, 19.24.26.49.85.

February 310/80: OV froze on ‘purge’ at
bottom in cold warer. So did 31/30 and
32/80. B.J.C.Sh.H/F, 20, 1,35.69.

February 33/80: Navigation training,
Briafing too long, cold, aizsad
chisctive, couldn's inflace VVDS Hescued.
BOAC.T.E/F. 5. 24,31.33.37.62.869.

February 35/80: Compresscr hosas
rupturad injuring club member. Hosas
had not been hydraulically tested and
they should have besn.

B.2.C.0.H/L. L. 21.27.28.40.

Fabruary 41/80: 7Full face magk *fell
Eobits'. LIX X H/F, X. 2.19.36.

February 43/80: Lost ABLT oylinder,
Came loose before dive during boat
Eeial. B.3.C.0.H/5: 8. 3L.37.34,

February 39/80: Holiday in Iszam].
g0m. Oue of air, refusad =o shara,
*rushed to zurface”. Given axygen and
taken to hospital. He had in any case
disregardad prior instructions not to
go belsy 20m.

B.3.8.5h.A/8. 80, 4.1%,49.50,.85.

February 15Q/780: Strong current caused
exnaustion and delayed pickup.
8.3.4.8.A/5. 25. 24.

March 35/80: Accempring to cure boat
trouble. Motor caught fira. Boat burn:
eut. Gear losg,

B.X.C.B.H/S, &, B.d1.48.

March 27/80: Shared ascent training -
water in mouth, panic, bucyant ascent,
B.5.C.T.B/F, 7. 3.38.82.484.

March 43/80: Anaemia and hypothermia
led to unconsclousness after a dive.
B.3.C.5h.H/F. 20. 13.36.45.89,

March 44/80: Panicked during agsisted
ascent drill,
B.5.C.T.H/F. 7. 3.19.25.63,

March 48/80: Talsa alarm.
mlscaken for divars.

helicoptar called out.
0.9.9,0,H/8, 8, 13,14,15.568.

March 81/80: UOnhappy at start of
assisted ascen: drill, Dive aborted,
8.3.C.B/T.H/F. Z4. 1.5.19.62.

April l2/80: Starter gear sheared and
nearby branch towed them back to shore.
B.X.C.O.B/S. 8. B.19.24.48.

April 13/80: Memher of cne branch
signalling distress, and in diszress
rescuad by membars of a more chsarvant
branch.

B.X.C.O0.H/5. 5. 19.24.

April 42/820: Ha thought the dive had
startad, He went down on his =wn, had
4 look, surfaced, drifted off and was
lost for a time while the anchor was
ralsed. Faulty assembly of ABLJ did
aot halz.

8.3.C.B.H/5. 23. 22.31.37,58.60.

April 4%9/80: 3Soatman unsighted. Oivers
lost for 45 minutes. Believed thatc
divers pulled the SME undaswasar,
B.X.C.B/D.E/5. 20. 13.14.22.24.59,

April 30/80: Burst sardrum while slay-
ing octopush. B.X.C.S5a.P. X. &§.

April 33/80: B35AC ¥Members rescus
divers from a capaizaed soacz,
B.2.C.0.H/5. 5. 8.12.23.24,

ARFLl 80/30: Independant-club member
gasned by propeller as he antarad the
water. I.X.C.B.EB/5. 8. 21.5%.

April 62/80:
Mocor swamped.
B.J:C.B.H/S. '5.

Birds ar sea
Coastguard and

Inexperianced bcat-handler.
Divers and boas rescued.
13.14.15.22.48.54,55,

May 14/80: Assiseed in search for man
overboard from nearby fishing boat.
Tishing boat eventually found to have
been rammed in fog.

8.X,C.0.8/8. s, 19,21,

May 51/80: Member died in Israsl whilse
snockelling back after a diwve., Hears
Attack suspected.

B.X.H.8h.A/8. 13, 13.45.
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May 52/80, BSAC membars Tescue a4 REmbar
of a SAA branch. I.X.X.X.H/5. X, 24.

May 34/80: Corract no-atop dive, Sut
diver cired and short >f air oo ascanc
{zo0 guick?). Banrt.

B.Inge,C.EB.H/S. 30 11,35

May 55/80: Indepesdant divers in Sm
sWell ignored Sy own cleb Sor an hour
BTIugYiing ageainst the SUZTERE.
Rescued and helped ashore by 35AC
mambers. IT.X.P.5R._H/5; =s. 24.54.

May 56/80: Mothes disd while snockelling
with sen in Scotland. .
H.X.X.8a.H. X. 13.

May 57/80: Frevious dav had dived for
30 mainuces =2 25m, 43 ainucas zo I1Za and
37 minutes o l2m, *¥o decompreasion
was Zcne as zhe lam: twe dives wers
mainly at lOm™. However: as =hes Zives
wars ovar 3¢ Seep they all count and
seguire decoopression for LID mioutas

zo 25m, This i3 off zhe cible and the
extanded =asle in =ha Mamual nas == ==

used, The stops missed therefore werd:
Sive L ... none
Dive 2 ... 5 miautas # L5 and
B0 minuctes @ 5m
Dive 3 ... 5 minuras § 5@
20 minures # lim, and
120 minuces 3 3Sm.

He missed a total of 230 minutes
Stoppagas. He decidad on the day in
guestisn =0 dive for 22 minutes to I3z
and zo decompress far 5 minutss 2 lom
and 5 minutas 3 Sm. He migsad suz c=he
10m stop. and in any case snould have
stopped for 3 minuvras 3 10m amd

10 minuces @ Sm.

He gon a cerabral bend
requiring sxtendad
treacment.

He was Branch D.0. at the
Time ]

B.2.C.X.H/S. 23, 11.46.52.67.

May 58/80: Boat pooped.swamped; Sank.
Divers swam ashore.
B.2.C.B/O/P.H/5, 6. 3.15.36.54,

May 63/B0: Diviang rno soon af=ar a onld
ied to a ruptured esarcdrum.
B.3.C.B.H/3. 20. 6.45,

May #6/80: Morvor stalied, bdaz hie by
waves and capsized Auring launch,
B.2.C.0.H/5. s. B.11.46.54.

May 68/80: Club dinghy helped rascus
boy who had fallen down cliff.
B.5.C.O.H/8. 2. 18.33.

May 6%/80: Angler fish swallowed
Zlash=-gun. Gun recoversd but flooded.
B.}.C.Sh.H/3. X. M.

May T0/80: DV falled when cylinder
pressure low (blocksd filcer!. AsEistad
ascenc, B.3}.C.B.H/5, 33, 2,35,

May 72/B0: 'aA' clamp adapter sxploded
when cylinder received its first £il1.
B.X.X.0.H/L. 1. 28.36.

May 23/B0: Dzy suiz with neck and face
geAls caused reversed sar dusine divae
with wvarying danths, He did feel pEln.
it bled overmight. g 1
B.Ihet C.XN.H/S: I 5:70.™. .
May 34,/850% “A&sistant NSCT InETrucmer in
charge alone, when 12 ysas-cld went
unconscious in shallow Jatar,

N.B.C.H H/P. X, 19.24.35.36.67.

May 122/80+ Lone diver pulled cut of
Water uncanscious,
XXX X HSS, X, 24.25.850.

<une L3/dC: Separation underwatar
leadine £2 anxiecy. De-brief cla—-idigs
that diver's future behavicur!
Bl CB R 8 X5-23.8F

June 34730: Sa

&Puch and Sut o
. lnac . C.B. 2/ 5. 23 2.34,

June 51730: DV (zeceantly sarviced)
alieced o have packed up. It worked
again =n the surfa=-s. AzEis=ed ascentc,
and then ce-esntry decompression which
was mis-interpreced and incorzect. They
want in far 5 minutées at l0m and 13
minutes at 3m which in fast was jusc the
decomaression they had missed Jum to tha
ascent, They should have dope 5 aninures
at I0m, 5 minuces at 15@ and 30 mindtes

che=gtage kKlcked ous af
reach. nAIELated assencs.

&
&

at Sm!  B.J.P.B.H/S. 45. 2.10.19.32.35.
36.46.66.
Juns 64/80: <Changing depth whils

wearing a YWDS he forgot to vent the
suie, Ha ptartad oo ASSERT ....
invertad! By tha =ims ha had rightad
nimgal? he waE On the surface.
B.5.C.B.H/5, 20. %.34.70.

June 65/80: BSleeding after a dive
revealed his eardrum nad burst dusing
the dive, B.X.X.X.H/S. X. §.

June §7/80: Solo scuba diver doowned cn
holiday. His body vas regcovered cwo
miles away. ©O.X.X.5h.H/S. X. 18.80.

June 71/B0: Diver il]l on entry. Taken
to hospital. Later admitced panicking,
and his DV was later found to be in
urgent need of extensive servicing.
B.ICR.E/S, 1. 2498 4%

June 73/80: On Sacuzday dived for 2
Gaiinuces to 10m and 22 minutes to 2im,
fsllowad by seasickness, haadache, lagar
and paracetamol. Sunday - headache and
i paracetamol wiich ha kept guisec abowt,
and four cigarectes,

They dived for 28 minutes to 'at laast
llm' (one gauga, latar found to be =he
accurace ane, said 34m. It wax not zhe
cne worn by the dive leader!] He was
violently sick on suzfacing, but they
actampred re-sncry decompression fox:

3 minutes at lom
15 minuces ac Sm

This would nave bsan corzect, for llm,
il shay had zar=imd it =iur dusing tha
srijinal ascens, 30T (Manpual p.34%) the
corrfect ré-ehccy schedule, Lf chers were
ne symoeems, Would have besn:(Jlm)

S minutes at 20m
(10m below firse

planned stop)

£ minnres at 15m

10 minuces at 10w

60 mincctas at Sa

On arrival ashors he complained of pain
in kis back. The pain eased.

On Monday morning and évening he still
said he was O.KE,., but late svaning he
complained of pains in knes and shoulder.
He was taksn to hospitcal overmdghst.
Tusaday he was recompressed by the R.AF..
Thursday he was recompressed by the R.H,



The Branch eagulry was a medal aof
perfsction. I would like to guote soma
of its conclusions:

"Oive planning for the whole weak-and
was complazaly inadsguaca.”

"Good basic diving practices and rulas
wére lgnored."

"Thare was a fallure to recognise

sympeoms =rompely and Bo agt accerdingly.®

"Logged account/records show a divargance
ih;:? cannot be satisfactorily accounted
far.

8.1.2.5h.8/5. 4. 1l0.1).45.867.

June T4/80: Club mambars clear rope from
the propeller of a Fisheriea Frotection
Vassal, B.X.C.8.8/8. 5. 19.23.

Juna V5/80: Narcosis at 36m. Had
apparently saZaly dived to 46m che day
before, but that evening had a laczge
meal and four pinta of "0Old Pecullar®
kle. It may have still been in hisg
blood the next day. Vertico due to
pressure changes also iLavolwved.
B.2.C.E8h.4/F. 36. 1.5.19.20.34.49.

June 77/830: Metsr broks down. Divars
sWam ashore,
Q. X.P.B.H/S. 8. 13.14.22.48.58.

Jane 78/80: Boat lest sight of 5MB,
Passing boat picked the divers up af=ar
they had dicched thelir weighthelts.
8.3.p.8.H/5. 12, 22,54.59.

June 79803 Diving the Asslian Sky &

diver bacams vnconsclious. Possibla
embollam.

g.0.%.X.H/5. X. 7.14.26.

June B80/80: BSAC Mamboar Ecalloping.

Friday 20 minttes ar 3dm no stops
20 minutex at 3Jm 10 minutes
at Jm.
Saturday 20 minutes at 3dm no stops
20 minuctss ar l8m no stops
20 minutes a= 18m no stops.
Sunday 217 minuctes ac 40m 3 minutes
at Jm.

Bant shoulder! N.A, Thiz was his THIRD
cherapeutic recompression for using 508
Decompression meter and not BSAC tables.
Ha always dives alone, "He does notc
admit he is ever at faul= but his
eXxtramely prompt attendance at the
chamber on eacnh cccasicon {always wichin
45 minutes of surfacing) would sugges:
that he iz vell avasa of his diving
discrapancies,”

On BSAC/RNPL tables he missed stops
toralling 685 minutes =a Friday, 125
minutes on JFacurday, and 52 minutaes on
Sunday. B.2.Comm.B.ESS. 40, 1l.60.67.

June B84/B0: Mask broken during
octopush causing facial cucs.

8.9.C.8n, 0P, K. 21.36,

Juna B85/80: Failure =o check contents
gauge properly led co lack of air and
assisted ascent.
B8.3.C.D.°H/S. 20, 1.2.19.50.51.

June 88/80: Non=-BSAC member saparaced
from buddies and swam ashore during tha
Mﬂ-l".‘-h- Irxl:{-leflISH Hr 13'15!22+57l

Juns 95/80: Hyoarvantilation and sndur=
ance breath=holding led o unconscious-
ness underwace:. Rascued and
resuscitaced.

.2 C.H.H/MP. X 19.234.25.26.67,
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wune 36/80: Hirad boat had moccr
£ailure nacessitaring rescus in poor
conditions. They had nor aaricinared
that a strange motor might not ke
ssliable,

B, 2/3.C0.0.8/5, 5. §.14,15.48.54,

June 37/80: Threw dived lesaving che
inflacable unattended, Tt drifeed ofZ,
Two Zeachad the ahore, “he chird nasdad
rEsculng, XXX X.H/. 8, 3.13.14.22.

June 115/80: Tiredness blamed for
narcesis and lLack of rasponsa to buddy's
signals., B.1.H.B.A/S, 36, 19,45,

July 45/80: Young divar made to dive
deeper, darker and in worse conditions
than evar bafsre. Frightened [guize
righely). 2.3.0.B.E/8. 2L. l.51.63.

July 76/80: Diver working alone and
anmackad, with ctheza sizilar, working
on wreck, Vomited underwacer and died.
B.3.2.B.BE/5. 1l2. 18.29.80.

July 82/80: WVVWDE flooded.

XX . X.X.H/8. X. 38,70,

July #8/80: Divers stayed down too long.
Loat. Found 3% miles furcher cut to saa.

O.X.X.B/D.H/5. 24, 13.22.24.

July B7/80: On holiday. ®ap out of air
afeer deep dive. Attempted re—antry
decompression. Bent.

X.X.H. X H/5. 42. 10.11.39.

July 89/80: “"Clam diver”™ got Dent.
0.X.Comm,X.H/5, X. 9.14.

July 92/80: Instructor with dangerous
gear (welghts tied on with string gquar
the guick relaase. No. lifejacket).
Died in shallcocw rough water,
I.Inat.Coma.Sh.H/5. 7. 13.15.18.31.35.
36.40.54.

July 91/80: Embolism dus to pre-
@xigting (bue unknown) lung Weaknass.
Advised never to dive again,
B.Y3.C.B.H/S,. 29, T.11.13.4%;

July 93/80: He-stop dives to IOm
followad afrar an inzerval by a lim diva
without s+ops. Mild spinal bend
requiring 4k hours recocmpression.
B.3.C.B.B/B. 33. ¥.13.34.

July 387801 ABLJ found faulty on che
surface, in tha watar bafora diva.

Rough water didn't help.

B X X-HSS, B L9.21.33.36.34.

July 99/80: 'Solo untzalned diver with
fauley A3SLT, faulty contents gauge
(ficced to wrong hosa] and fanley
weighthelt raleage, died.
0.0.P.5h.B/5, 4. 13.31.33.3%.36.50.560,

July 181/80: Dived in currant on wreack,
EMB koo small, line moo thick, line too
short. Divers Lost

B.2.C.B,H/8. 31, 13.22.59.

July 102/80: ABLJ direct fead knocked
on oy buddy's fin leading to inadvertanc
bucyant ascent.

B.3,C.B.H/8. 15. 3.5.34.

July 103/80: BSAC Eranch plcked up
strange lost diver NaAr FACHE.
X.X.X.B.H/S5., XK. 22,23,

July 105/80: Me=mbars +take inflacabla
and rescue mambers of anochar BAranch
sweapt on to rocks.

B.K.:.g.ﬂfﬂ. 8. 19.22.23,

July 106/80: Young taanagar firsd a
spear through his hand.
0.X.F.X.E/5. 8. 12.21,
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Suly L23/80: Two divers (2E5AC) missing,
segoue sex-vices alersted, but found oy
cheir own Soat. Tnly report of =nia
svant appesred Lin a nawspapar, he
3ranch has pot botnazed. (I1.0.M.)

.M. X.Z.A/E. X 14.15.22,58.24.L6.1030

July L24/80: When ne surfacec ne
panicked and had S0 D& zescued,

S, KRB E/E. &, 24.31.50,.54.

July 134780: Novice on first dive
claimed OV failed sc he made an
emargency ascent. o6 later developad
gtner symptome sypi=al of air embolsim.
Pani= rather =han DV fallurs seess
propable.

D@L CoEaXe K. 2.3,

July 145/80: Diver suifaring frem
suspected decompressilon SicCKness tasan
to nospital, Reieased and allowed home,
X M. X . X.E/5. X, 12.13.15.20.

Suly 146/80: Divers rescued from & dooy
ridimg TO 3 SRAa=ancaOI.
B.X.X.3.H/5. 8. F.13:

Auguse 17/80¢ Repatitive diving over a
period of days using U 3 N -epeac cables
{¥OT recommended either by the BSAC oo
he Hoval Navy) leads == a Send, The
vietim himself says "1 am confirmes in
=he spinton that many divers must hide
tneir symptoms., somez=mes dangerously,
dum to shame attached to salling cucsice
help," (The 2 I P says that Using aon<
recommendes "ables waE a maler faTToz.)
B.2.C.X.H/8, 10, l1.872

August 100/80: Sele stazt to 38m, then
joined by two more for final duratior
of 25 minutes, Dacsmpressad according
to 505 Decompression Meter, BHanc.
Heeded two sessiona of therapeutic
recompresslion.

B.2.F.B.HSS. 56, 1l1.30.60.6L,

hugust LO4/30: BSAC Branch picked u@
caree other BSAC divers diving uamardad
and lomt by thelr boat.

B.5.C.T/B.HS/S5, 8. 19.22.24.54.58.52.

August 107/80: Diver losc for twe
hours Ffound over a mile off shore, fas
Semm the scart, cold and frightened,
They wers without "Daygleo" hoods orf

SMB. They had dicched thair weightbeltis
and loaz thai= masks. The hired hars-
boat was alse poorly eguippad Zor a2 dive

in this area.
13.14.22.58,

8.%.C.8.5/3. =.

August 1OE/BO: Divers found by another
boat over a mile Jrom theiz boatz anear a
cace. Thev used a fixed length of line
&p thalir =emnis=hall zlzed SMBE, whizh
of pourse they oulled uncder.

B A X.B/D.H/5. 8. 19.22.24.59,

Acgust 108/80: One branch boat sank,
rescued by two other sranches. The
viceim branch did not help in the
rescue despite having a spare boact.
Thay have alsc not seportad the
incident.

B.24.54.

B.X.X.K.H/5. K.
Boat belonging co

Augusat L1l0/00:
unknown Mid¥Yanmds divyers adrfis
B A X.X.Mrs. 5. B.

~AdgUst LiL/881  (ne of shree divers zan
put of alz at Jém retusming Z=zom a 40m
dive., Sharing fallsd and shs dSisd,

The Leader was an experienced Second
class diver, and all cthree had dived o
Jem or more within the last thras weeks,

fram shora,

does ssam hDowever that the divers

undecescimated zhe effects of depth on

(i} buoyancy, (il) reaction To & sr-esy
si=uatign, and (Lii) tha =ipe takan for
an lncident ©0o tuUIn lnto an accidsnc,

This incident was furthez- complicaczed
by the wvery close relatisnship becwean
=hg Zprpased and =he dive lesadar.
B.3.C.8h.H/8. 40, 18,31.33.49.50.57.6L.

Aucgust 111/80: Retumming from & dive
an a charzesad 32' boat "iz wWas noticad
that che water leval was arsund the
laval of tha o1l sumps o the engines
and was rising rapidiv". The Scaz =ank
under cham. B.2.2.2.H/5. Lo E.24.

August L14/80r Aeolian 3kv acain:
Civers separaced. Ln2 OnNe withouc a
watsh stayed 40 minutes, o Stops on
agcent. Lot Jalin 30 Te-antered

(Zmzmice Tha TOTAL BAN ‘on such
procedures/ to decompress. Subseguancly
reCompIeaEsacs oYy whe Havy.

P.2:3.0.8/8, W, 10.11.13.57.%7

Aucust 1i8/50: TYoung woman Zailed to
surface. Tound four miles away, safe,
bur lome, XX NB.H/E, Xo 13.15,22.87.

Auguost 113/80: Trajnee Snorkal
Instructor Iziled Zo raveal he was an
spileaptic. Hearly drowned when he had
a fit in the water,

N.5n, C.T.H/P. 2, 19.34.33.26.45.
August 126/80: Second Class diver
suffared verzigo during dsscanct.
Resoued 5y trainse buddy using an
unorthodox mathod.

B.2.C.D.H/5. 18, 1.5.19.30.2¢4,

August 130/80: Decompression Lncident.

B X XX, X, 9.5,
August 1J1/780: Soclo dive.
Bol. XK. X, 66,

August 132/80: hssisted ascent afrer
gacond 2ivg ax =-ne ran pue of air when
tops carried out, Decompressed aiter
z=he ascent.

B.2.,p.8.4/8, 30. 2.10,

August 133/80: ftar ona 4ive the boat
skigpar want down (alone) =o free the
anchor. Bent,

. X.P.B . ASS. A0 11,13, 14,

August L3id/80: “The cox was only

200 vds Irom the divers but szill could
not sae tha ZMB, AfZter half an hour
capeact was finally made." A slighetly
dafiated ioflatabia Sucy WAR nEad, and
=ha flag had collapzad.

8.3.8.0.83/5, 8. 23.54.59,

Avmugs 1318730: ASLY walvae spindlie
sheared during pre-dive check.
B.3.C.0.0H/L. 1. 3i.36.

Auguse 143780 Inflacable rammed by
fisghing boat allsging diver on pOoTE.
Considerable damage to inflatable, not
to say danger To DCTURARTS.
B.Zngt . C.B.H/8. 8, B.le.47.

August 147/80: Separaced, suriaced,
drifted a Silem away. Dive bDoat,
iifgboat and two helicoptecs involved
in tha zsaszh.

XX X B HSE, m. 13341822, 87,

August L48/30: BSAC members assisced
sWampad, then zapgized, than wracked
dory Sontaining six Sivars,
0.X.P.B.H/5. 5., 8.13.19 24,

August l49/80: Chartered boat and
skhipoar put ten members at risk for



sevaral days. Vesy sercicus ifncident,

but sub judice.

Avgust 151/80: Having completad E and
F tests and elght dives he dived to
3%m! He ran out of air guickly,
ngcessitating an assisted ascent.
B.P.C.B.H/S5, 39, -2.19.32,50.63.

Saptember 2/80: Mambars took throea
inflatables to the aid of a capsized
yache, B.X. X.X.HS/S. =. 19.23.
Sepcember 4/80: HMHocor fallure and
lack of SMBa lad divers to surface

1/4 mila from thair own boat. HRescuad
by BSAC members on a chartered boat.
X, X.C.B,H/5, %, 22,34,48,58,

Septamber 3/80: Burst eardrum during
a dive. X.X.X.X.HF. X, 6,

Sseprambar §/80: Tweanty Cive hours

after a dive he rsported ©o the pot wWith
pain and other symptoms. He had tried
to recemprass at 30m, but che pains
ra-appeared on surfacing. Embolism Was
diagnosed. but he wWaAS not rescompressad,
The embolism was actribuced to a bout

of coughing at depch followed by
lncorzact ascent procedurse.

X.X.X.X.X, 38, 10.27.46.52.65,

Saptamber 10/80: False alarm e missing
divers leading to much wasted tine.
Rmally due == "carslassz malk".,
D.X.X.X.H/8, 8. 22.68,

September 11/80: Panic ac 33m led o
buoyant ascenkc. Buddy tried to hold
him dowm but was kickad off.
B.A.C.5h.H/¥. 33, 3,19,35.30.53,

SGeptenber l6/80: Out of aic, atarted to
share, but want for bugyant ascent.
3.3 C.B.H/S. 10, 3.4,12,50.84.

Saprtember 17/80: False alarm as shors
pazty saw SoxX rowing ... he was follow-
ing the divers and decided to row for a
change, 8.X.C.O.H/S, ¥, 131.15.858,

September 22/80: Two divars lost in
deteriorating weather. Many joined
searczh for thres hours bafore they were
found ashore.

B.3.C.B.HS5, 30, 13.14.15.22.58.

Septenber I4/80: Farty went to se2a in
rough conditions. Aborted trip,
broached to, capsized, water in fual.
Reacued. 2.K.C.0.H/5. 5. B8.13.15.54;

Saptember 26/80: Two boats actampted
£a go ko tha rescua of 4 yash:, Sonas
soat trouble and one was given Coast-
guazd assistance.

E-I-:.E-HH'S» S5, 23+14. 43. “a-

Sapramber 18/30: White-wactear snorkel
in ziver in fload. Lost fins anéd was
rascued, Zxhaustion involwved,.
B.5:C.50.8/7. 8. 19.24.39.54.

September 38/80: FKnelet on urchin.
Spines worked cheir way in to the joint
gapsule, requiring surgical removal.
B.1.H.X.AS8, 13, 21,

Septembar 11l2/80: Solo dive. Firse
diva. No formal training, j=sut a
little help frem a friend whe was a
lapsed BSAC membar., He diad,
S.8.P.5h.H/F. 8. 1B.24.80.53.

September 116,/80: Dry suit inversion
in shallow watar blamad far shis
facalicy. B.X.X.Sh.H/S5. X. 1l8.70,

Seprember 117/80:; Potentlal new mambar
sufferzd "massive heart actack™ and
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died attempting 'A' test.
B.#.C.T.H/A. 3. 18.25.45.

Saprambar 120/80: Lose of equipmant and

beaching of boat. YX.X_X.B.H/S. 5. 8,

Seprember 1Ji1/50: Branch boat capsized.
Towad back by passing boat. Only sepocs
from newspapar cutting.
B.X.-X.X.H/5. 8. 08.15.24.

September 125/80: Impatlient youngster
trisd out newly-purchased snorkel gear
dlena in shallow end (daspite motcher's
Lan). The mask was described as an
"inadeguate tov®. He died.
0.8.85.8n . H/7, X. 18,25,40.50.

Septamber 117/80: Cheese-shapad roch
from wreck caught fire (it was phosphor-

ua} and sec light to M.V, British Diver.
B.2.C.B.H/B. 45. 4l.8
Seprembar 128/30: Alow=off valwva cover

broke away whilst under test.
B.%.3.0.aL, 1, 28.36.

Saprember 129/30:
B.UX.X.H/S. K. 3.

September 135/80:

Sucyant amscent.

Farforated ear drum
during 'A"' test. B.P.C.T.H/P. X. 6.2.

Septembar l37/80: Motor failad ko acare -
two divers swam to rocks. Others
ultimactely towed boat to tham. Climbad
rocka for help bot got stuck. Two more
swam for help and eventually =he Coasc-
guard rescuad chaem all,

B.2/3.C.8.H/8. 5. 8.13.15.24.48.

Septamber L39/80: The day before zhe
dive he woke at 0500, worksd T=om

Q800 =ill l400. Drove to fetoh boar
and load iz, 1800 he left tha
#idlands arriving at Plymouth at 2230.
Stayed at digeo until OLID. Woke at
0800. "Had blackout and fall ous of
boat. Regained consciousness in watar,
did not attemps to dive that day.*
B.l.C.B.H/S. 5. 24.26.

Saptamcar 140/80: At 6m his mask
collapeed ¢n to his face. Surfaced
checkad mask and dived again. 45
minutes later while surfacing it
happened again. Overnight hiz eyas
bacame very bloodshot and thev took
threa weaxs =o et bectar. He sould
not e&xplain the mask collapse.
B.@.C.B.HSS. 8. 21.38,

Septembar L41/80: Hpat draggad anchor
20 boatman decided to re-anchor, and
meanwnile Lost might of che SMB of one
pair, and che bubbles of the ozhar.

70 minutes later one lost pair asked a
passing vacht to radio far halp. Tha
yacht laft them! 15 minutes later they
wara micked up by a4 fishing boat which
nad already picked up the first pair
{aftar 40 minutes lase).

B.X.P.B.H/S. w. 13.32.724.55.58.

September l42/80: Sharing drill at 1Om.
Muffed changegver and was helped =o tha
surface by tha chbsarver,

B.X.C,T.H/F, 10, 4.159,24_.61.82.

October 1/80: Degompression sickness
due to misunderstood tables., "It later
arcae that in cor club chere would
appear te be a lack of knowlasdoe of
oetric decompression tables, especially
whare older membe-s are concerned.
B.3.C.B.H/5. 30, 11.34.46.65.

Octobar T/80: 45 minutes to 21m
including a 4 minute axcursion =a 33m.
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¥No stops. Missed 5 minutes at l5m,
10 minuces az l0m and BO minutes ac
5m. Bent. Recompressed. Laarned
noching, sames diver as 80/80.

C.X.Comm.B.H/8. 33. 11.52.60.65.867,

Oczober 18/80: Faulty ABLJ (dump wvalve
ieaking) led to aborted dive.
B.2.%.X.B/F. 20. l.31.33.35.581.

Secober 1J36/80: Asolian Skv again.
Laader divad without cap Fauge.
Planned no-stop dive, Two divers were
seen & mile downstream so tha boat
investicated. They were strangers and
shair own boac had sesn cham. Razurnad
zo find own divers, but there is now
scme soniusion about their bottom time,
The subiect vomited and blamed it on
seasickness due to waiting for the boat
to recurn. (They did not have an sasy
ascent either)., MNext day he had a pain
in his arm, not thought to be a bend as
it wag now 16 hours afipr the dive. Ha
was ultimately recompressed. The DO
commants “1 chink chis is purely a cass
of two experienced, nocmally vecy
capable divers just not taking
sufficimnt care about thair depths and
tizmes and pechaps sach leaving thas
decision to surfage to the other."®
B.2.C.B.8/5. 30, 11.322.40,58.

Az ig inevicable lacte reports on last
vaar's incidents camm tc hand af=ar tha
annual report wWwas presented. The
summary of lasT vear's incidants Fiven

Lfi tALis resor: are therefore corrected
and more up to data fhan thosa that ware
publisned at 0DOC 75,

This alse has led =o pome altsrcation
and additien te =ha higtory of diving
fatalities which is therefore given
again.

YEAR MEMBERSHIP DEATHS
1358 2,815 1
1382 5,023 1
1363 5,255 1
1364 5,571 2
1965 6,813 3. {3}
1968 7,578 1 o{4)
1857 B,350 1 [8)
1368 9,241 2 (1}
13g% 11,299 2 (8
1570 13,721 i (4)
1971 14,8588 o {4}
1572 17,041 io(aL)
1273 19,332 9(20})
1574 22,150 31
1875 23,204 2
197% 25,310 4
1977 25,342 |
1578 47,510 g [4)
1979 30,579 5 (8)
1380 g 24,900 & (7}

Tha aumbars in brackets indicate the
number of other, nan=-5AC sports diverss
whe disd chat vear as well.






